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B O UT sixteen years have now elapsed since 
I read a paper before the Institute of 
Bankers upon the ^^ Signs of Old Lombard Street'' 
which was shortly afterwards published in book 
form by the Leadenhall PresSy illustrated with 
upwards of sixty drawings of Old Signs, but as 
it was an impossibility to obtain many of the 
actual signs of Lombard Street Houses as they 
had long since been destroyed. I had recourse 
to signs from contemporary sources. 

I may add that it is often difficult to localise 
the signs, as we occasionally find two similar ones 
or even different signs flourishing at the same 
time on one site ; under which distinct businesses 
were carried on. This may, perhaps, be accounted 
for by the fact that the house sometimes had a 
different sign to the shop, as some of the latter 
were merely booths or lean-to sheds against the 
houses or churches. 
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PREFACE. 

During the period that has elapsed^ I have 
searched all available sources I could think of 
for further information and have been rewarded 
by finding the record of many more. Thus in 
1886, the number enumerated were One hundred 
and nine^ whereas now we have as many as 
One hundred and sixty-eight. 

Public interest in old signs has much in- 
creased since that time^ and one cannot help 
noticing what a number one sees in the various 
streets of London^ many of which are ornamental^ 
'suspended from artistic iron-work brackets. 

It occurred to Mr. H. D. Anderson of the 
** Artichoke^' 24, Lombard Street^ that it would 
be an appropriate form of decoration for the 
Coronation Illuminations were the occupiers of 
the various houses in the street to meet and 
agree upon a common plan of having all the 
known signs of the houses which have been 
located reproduced in iron work for that occasion^ 
which might be illuminated at night. 

A meeting was convened at Martins' Bank^ 
and the inhabitants were requested to attend^ 
but in consequence of many having already made 
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arrangements about decorations^ the motion was 
not fully supported. However^ I am pleased to 
be able to record that twenty-three signs have 
been affixed^ and permission has been solicited 
from the Corporation of the City to allow them 
to remain permanently as a lasting record of 
the Coronation of King Edward VII. ^ and it is 
to be hoped that the petition will be granted. 

In consequence of the increased interest 
taken in this subject^ I considered it a fitting 
opportunity to reissue a revised and smaller 
edition of the ^^ Signs of Old Lombard Street^' 
with the same illustrations that appeared in the 
first edition^ supplemented with others. 



F. G. Hilton 7 rice. 



I, Fleet Street, 

September ^ ig02. 
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ombard Street, 



in Langborne Ward, ap- 
pears to have been the site 
selected by goldsmiths for 
the carr}-ing on of their 
craft from the earliest times. 
We are unable to say when 
they first settled there, or 
rather frequented this street, as in all probability 
the first goldsmiths in this country were the Jews, 
who, like many others, came over with William the 
Conqueror, at which time they led a very diflferent 
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life to that enjoyed by their descendants of the 
present day ; as these Jews were hated, ill-treated 
and despised by all, and frequently were the victims 
of barbarous cruelty. They being naturally of frugal 
and industrial habits, accumulated vast sums of 
money and other valuable property, which they lent 
out upon usury. In 1264, the rate of interest was 
more than 40 per cent., for it is related that 500 
Jews were slain by the citizens of London, because 
one of them would have forced a Christian to pay 
more than twopence for the usury of twenty shillings 
for one week, which sum of twopence they were 
allowed by the King to take from the scholars of 
Oxford. — Ruding^ 187, Vol. I. They continued 
to be ill-treated and robbed under a succession of 
monarchs, until it culminated in the reign of Edward 
the First, who robbed 15,000 Jews of their wealth 
and banished them all, not until, I suppose, they 
had made themselves possessors of nearly all the 
wealth in the country. 

There is no reason to suppose they were not 
located in Lombard Street, as we know that their 
successors, who were the Lombards or Longobards, 
were introduced from Italy, and established them- 
selves in this street after the Jews were expelled, 
presumably shortly afterwards, the first of whom 
were the Corsini family. From what Stow says 
about Lombard Street, we may judge that the 
Longobards and other merchants, and strangers of 
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divers nations who were in the habit of frequenting 
the street twice every day, soon did a large business, 
and took shops for the purpose. We read that in 
the twelfth year of Edward the Second a certain 
messuage was set apart for them abutting on 
Lombard Street on the south, and Cornhill on the 
north, which building was the forerunner of the 
Royal Exchange. 

King Richard II., 1379, granted to William 
Salesburie, goldsmith, to hold the Exchange in 
Lumbard Street upon certain terms (see Ruding^ 
Vol. II., p. 142). 

The King's Exchange existed in Lombard 
Street, many years before this, may be proved by the 
following note favoured me by Mr. Noble (from an 
issue Roll of the Exchequer, Devons' Translation, 
1837, p. 375). **To Richard Maydeston, Controller 
of the Exchange in Lumbard Strete, within the 
City of London. In money paid to his hands, Sffc, 
as an especial reward for the continual labour and 
diligence exercised by him in assiduous pains taken 
about the faithful controlment of the Exchange 
aforesaid as well as for the King's benefit as for the 
utility, speedy and true delivery to the King's 
subjects of the sums of money taken by him to 
the said Exchange, £\2> 65- 8^." 16 July, loth 
Henry the fifth, 1422. 

In 1537, Sir Richard Gresham, the father of 
Sir Thomas, proposed to Cromwell (the Lord 

B 2 
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Privy Seal) "to make a goodely Bursse in Lombert- 
Strette, for marchaunts to repayer unto/' Hence 
originated the Royal Exchange built by Sir Thomas 
Gresham.* The site of this building was in all 
probability Exchange Alley. These eariy gold- 
smiths combined the trade of pawnbroking with 
that of gold and silversmithery, as that of banking 
did not come into use before the days of the 
Commonwealth, and the badge adopted by these 
Lombards was the three golden pills of the Medici 
family, which sign is now so familiar to us all 
outside the pawnbrokers' shops, and these old 
goldsmiths did a large business in taking in 
pledges. 

In the days of Gresham, Lombard Street was 
considered to be the handsomest street in London, 
and after the Great Fire, Pepys tells us when he 
went to see Colville and his new building, what a 
very fine street it was. 

And we may say it keeps up its character to 
the present day, as it still contains many fine 
buildings which have swallowed up the older 
ones, all of which had signs, and many of which 
we know nothing about. 

* Very little is known as to who lived in 
Lombard Street in the early days previously to 
the 17th century. There must have been a great 

♦ Timbs' " Curiosities of London," p. 531. 
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many, but we can't locate them with any degree of 
certainty. 

We may, however, enumerate the following, 
who are recorded to have lived in the street. The 
first is Robert Amades, who was goldsmith to 
Cardinal Wolsey and keeper of the jewels to Henry 
VIII. He probably resided in Lombard Street, as 
we find he was buried in the Church of St. Mary 
Woolnoth. In 1550 there was one Margery 
Herkins, who, Chaffers says, lived in Lombard 
Street. Thomas Muschamp, a goldsmith to Queen 
Elizabeth, carried on his business in 1560 at the 
sign of the ** Ring and Ruby." 

In 1375 we find Simon Leggi, a son of the 
Lord Mayor of London, at the ** Raven Tavern.*' 

In 1446 we meet with the " Cardinal's Cap 
Tavern," 1464 the ** Popes Head Tavern." In 
1541, Simon Inglyshe kept the ** George Inn"; 
from 1 550- 1 603, John Pickeringe, a haberdasher, 
was at the **Shipp"; in 1538, George Monoux, 
Alderman of London, lived at the ^* Poppeshede," 
and in 1561, Thomas Hacket, a bookseller, was 
there. In 1552-6, Richard Kele and William 
Riddell, booksellers and printers, were at " The 
Eagle," near the Stocks Market; 1555, R. Hall, a 
bookseller, was at the ** Cradle"; 1567, Thomas 
Humble, also a bookseller, was at the ** George," 
and from 1586 to 1638, Edward Delvee, goldsmith, 
lived at the ** Marmayd." 
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Matthew Shore,* the husband of Jane Shore, 
is stated to have done business on the site of 
No. 43, formerly the " Three Crowns,^' as proved 
by old leases; Sir Richard and Sir Thomas 
Gresham are said to have been at the ** Grass- 
hopper." Sir Hugh Brice, who was Lord Mayor 
in the first year of King Henry VH., and keeper 
of the King's Exchange in London, probably lived 
in the street, as we find he built a great deal of the 
Church of St. Mary Woolnoth, gave money towards 
finishing it, and was finally buried there. 

Sir Martin Bowes, a great goldsmith in the days 
of King Henry VIII., Edward VI., and Queens 
Mary and Elizabeth, dwelt at the ** White Lyon," 
probably the site of No. 67, as he bequeathed that 
house to the Goldsmith's Company, and was buried 
in the Church of Mary Woolnoth. 

Sir Thomas Vyner was a great goldsmith in 
the days of Charles I., and probably lived in the 
house upon the site of the Post Office, which was 

* The following lines of a black letter ballad, entitled "Jane Shore," in 
the Pepys collection, is appropriate : — 

"In Lombard Street I once did dwelle, 
As London yet can witnesse welle ; 
Where many gallants did beholde 

My beauty in a shop of golde. 
« * * ♦ 

" At last my royall King did dye, 
And then my dayes of woe g^ew nighe ; 
When crook-back Richard got the crowne, 
King Edward's friends were soon put downe. 

" I penance did in Lombard Streete, 
In shameful manner in a sheete." 
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afterwards occupied by his son, the well-known Sir 
Robert Vyner, who has been described as the Prince 
of Goldsmiths. Here he entertained King Charles 
II. Both he and Sir Thomas served the office of 
Lord Mayor. Sir Robert made the crown for 
Charles II. at the cost of ;^2 1,000. During the 
re-building of his premises after the Great Fire, he 
went to reside in Broad Street, but afterwards 
returned. There is much that might be said of him, 
biit that must be reserved for a future occasion. 
He was ruined through the King closing the Ex- 
chequer, in which he lost over ^^4 16,000. Both he 
and his father were buried in the Church of St. 
Mary Woolnoth, of which they were benefactors. 

John Colvill was another sufferer, and likewise 
resided in this street. He was a friend of Samuel 
Pepys, and is frequently mentioned by him in his 
Diary ; his house was destroyed by the Fire, but 
its sign cannot be discovered. He died before 1677. 

After the Great Fire in 1666, it appears from 
the map of John Ogilvy, called "A large and 
accurate map of the City of London," that there 
were 97 houses in Lombard Street, and by 
Horwood's large plan of London, Westminster, 
and Southwark, 1799, there were 74 houses, and 
there are now only 66, and soon as more old 
houses are removed there will probably be less, as 
the tendency has been for many years to erect one 
large house upon the site of two or more of the 
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old ones. The nnmbers at the present time run up 
as high as 85, which was the number in the street 
at the time of the abolition of the signs. A time 
may come when the whole street will be re- 
numbered, then it will be interesting to have 'upon 
record the signs and numbers, with their locality, 
of the old houses. 

Lombard Street forms part of five Parishes, 
and I have found it of the utmost importance, when 
in doubt as to the particular position of a sign, to 
search through the Registers of these Parishes, to 
ascertain in which Parish Register the name of the 
occupier occurred. 

I therefore insert the boundaries of the said 
Parishes, extracted frofn A New View of London : 
London, 1708. 

The Parish of St. Mary Woolchurch Haw 
contains all the east side of the Stocks Market 
and in Bearbinder Lane all the south side, except 
Mr. West's, a packer ; and on the north side from 
Stocks Market to the passage into Dove Court, 
and one house in that Court ; at the north side of 
Lumbard Street at the west end thereof to the 
** Seven Stars," Mr. John Best's exclusive and seven 
houses on the south side, to Deputy Smith's (which 
was the " Three Crowns," No. 7). 

The Parish of St. Marv Woolnoth fi-om 
Deputy Smith's house, druggist, at the " Three 
Crowns," inclusive, and extends eastwards from 
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thence to Abchurch Lane ; and on the north side 
of Lumbard Street from the house of Mr. John 
Best, instrument maker, inclusive, eastwards to the 
** Salutation Tavern " exclusive ; from Lumbard 
Street, southward, to the house of Mr. Joseph Love, 
merchant, inclusive, on the west side ; and to the 
house lately Mr. Frances/ a small worker, on the 
eastern side of Sherbom Lane, fffc, ^c. 

The Parish of St. Nicholas Aeons contains in 
Abchurch Lane seven houses on the east side 
southward, and fronting Lumbard Street it extends 
from Abchurch Lane to St. Nicholas Lane, Sffc. 

The Parish of St. Edmund the King begins at 
the north side of Lumbard Street, and extends from 
George Alley to the ** Salutation Tavern,'* which it 
takes in ; and on the south side from St. Nicholas 
Lane to three houses beyond Plough Court, which 
it comprises, and also Three King Court, George 
Yard and Alley, and part of Nag s Head Court, ^c. 

AUhallows, Lumbard Street, Parish begins at 
the north-east corner of Lumbard Street, and ex- 
tends westerly in that street two doors beyond 
Ball Alley {t.e.^ No. 52) and all that alley and the 
same compass on the south as on the north side 
of Lumbard Street, and from the south corner of 
Lumbard Street to Nag's Head Court within one 
house, and also White Hart Court (to No. 40). 

The street must have presented a very quaint 
and picturesque appearance when the old signs 
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were to be seen swinging over the doors or shop 
fronts ; many projecting far into the roadway in 
order to attract more attention, and many were 
aflSixed to posts in front of the houses. Before the 
Great Fire, when the streets were narrower, by 
reason of the pent-houses and signs swinging across 
the road, the houses must have been very dark. 
There is no doubt but that originally the signs were 
intended to express the trade of the occupants ; and 
in the early days, when the son was brought up to 
the same trade as the father, and succeeded to his 
business at his death, they were appropriate ; but 
later on, in the 17th century, the signs of the houses 
usually remaining the same, and the occupants con- 
stantly changing about, the original signs did not 
by any means apply as an indication of the trade 
carried on withm. Addison, writing to The Spectator j. 
says, ** I would enjoin every shopkeeper to make use 
of a sign which bears some affinity to the wares in 
which he deals. A cook should not live at ^ The 
Boot,' nor a shoemaker at * The Roasted Pig ; ' and 
yet, for want of this regulation, I have seen a goat 
set up before the door of a perfumer, and *Th6 
French King's Head ' at a sword cutler's.'' 

Charles I. gave the inhabitants of London a 
charter whereby it was made lawful for them to 
expose and hang in and over the streets and ways 
and alleys of the said City, and suburbs of the same, 
signs, posts of signs, affixed to their houses and 
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shops, for the better finding out of such citizens' 
dwellings, Sffc. In those days, when the masses 
were ignorant and few could read, the picture sign 
was perhaps necessary to guide them to the house 
they desired. But, later on, in the days of Charles 
11. , when the people became more educated, or 
more probably in consequence of the nuisance and 
dangers caused by these great signs hanging over 
the streets, he passed' an Act in the 7th year of his 
reign that no signboard should hang across the 
streets, but that the signs should be fixed to the 
balconies or sides of the houses. There are several 
instances on record of the weight of such signs 
having brought forward the entire front of the 
house to which they were attached into the street 
to the imminent destruction of the wayfarer.* • 

After the Great Fire, many of the signs were 
made of stone and built into the fronts of the 
houses, but the majority of the people hung them 
over the doors or affixed them to the front ; and 
they eventually became almost as great a nuisance 
as they had been in the days of Charles the Second. 

In 1762, the signs were removed in Duke's 
Court, St. Martin's Lane, by order, which was 
gradually and slowly carried out by all parishes. 
Between 1767 and 1769 they had been either taken 
down or affixed to the fronts in all principal 
thoroughfares, where they were suffered to remain 

* See foot note, " London Tradesmen's Tokens." — Beaufoy. — Introduction, p. xci. 
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until the rebuilding of the houses gradually did 
away with them altogether. The Directory of 1770 
gives us the numbers of the houses in Lombard 
Street for the first time. It is, however, a cause of 
regret that no'sufficient record has been preserved 
of the old signs to enable us to locate them with 
absolute certainty to the existing houses without 
resorting to the original leases, which have been 
so kindly placed at my disposal. 

It has of late become fashionable for some of 
us to replace the old sign of the house upon the 
cheques, and probably more would do likewise were 
they in a position to ascertain what their respective 
signs were. 

It was suggested by Mr. H. D. Anderson, of 
the ** Artichoke," No. 24, Lombard Street, that it 
would be a most fitting and appropriate form of 
decoration for the coming coronation if the old 
signs of the houses in the street (such as are known 
and such as can be located to certain sites) could 
be reproduced and hung out upon that occasion, as 
it would not only form an appropriate decoration, 
but at the same time be unique and historical. 

A meeting of the occupiers was therefore 
convened, and the proposal met with unanimous 
expressions of approval, the result of which was 
the formation of a small executive committee for 
the purpose of investigating the scheme and carrying 
it out if found practicable. 
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The scheme met with considerable support, 
but was not so thoroughly taken up as the pro- 
moters could have desired ; had it been propounded 
a few weeks earlier it would, doubtless, have been 
quite general. 

The following is a list of the signs suspended, 
and it is to be hoped that the Cosporation of the 
City of London will allow them to remain as a 
memorial of the Coronotion of King Edward VII. : 

No. 1 1 Minerva - - - by the Guardian Assurance. 

Phoenix Fire Insurance. 
London 6* County Bank. 



1) 
)) 



18 Phoenix - - - 

20 Star - - - 

21 Anchor and Crown - 
24 Artichoke 

27 Queen' s Head 6* Sun 

28 Artichoke 

29 Black Boy 

31 Adam and Eve 

38 Unicorn 

40 Blackmoor's Head - 

56 Black Spread Eagle - 

57 Ram 

60 King^s Head - 

62 African Lion - 
62 Cat-a-Fiddling 

67 Blue Anchor - 

68 Grasshopper - 
70 Pelican - 

73 Black Horse - 

77 Vine - - - 

78 CardinaFs Cap 
81 Seven Stars 






Do. 

Messrs. Alexanders 6* Co. 

Royal Insurance Co. 

Do. 

Clydesdale Bank. 

Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank. 

English, Scottish and Aus- 
tralian Bank. 
Credit Lyonnais. 
Messrs. Barclay 6* Co., Ld. 
Mr. Heiron. 

Canadian Bank of Com- 
merce. 

De Beers Co. 

Commercial Bank of Scot- 
land. 

Messrs. Glyn, Mills 6* Co. 

Messrs. Martinis Bank. 

Pelican Insurance Co. 

Lloyds Bank. 

Parr's Bank. 

Mr. Searle. 

„ Messrs* Guiness, Mahon 6* Co. 
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Having enumerated several of the principal 
residents whose signs cannot be ascertained, we 
will now proceed to offer a few remarks upon those 
who appear in the list of goldsmiths keeping run- 
ning cashes in The Little London Directory of 1677. 
In this list the signs of the houses in which they 
carried on their respective trades are all given — 
and there appear to have been twenty-seven in 
Lombard Street, and one in Exchange Alley. Out 
of this somewhat lengthy list twenty-one have been 
located to numbers, which shall be enumerated 
presently, together with others which have been 
obtained from various sources, principally from old 
newspapers and deeds. 



^ 



For more detailed information concerning the Goldsmiths and Bankers 
of Lombard Street, I would venture to refer my readers to my "Handbook 
of London Bankers," Leadenhall Press, 1890. 
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The following signs, occupied by goldsmiths 
keeping running cashes in Tke Little London 
Directory of 1677, the "Sun," the " Bolt in Tun," 
" Flower de Luce," ? " Angel and Crown," the 
"Rose," the "Three Tunns," and the "Mearmaid," 
have, up to the present time, baffled all attempts 
at localisation ; — 




HE SUN : John Addis and Son— they 
failed in Sept. 1683. 
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HE BOLT AND TUN: 
Job Bolton. Very little is 
known of him further than a 
curious advertisement which 
was published i Oct., 1683,* 
concerning a robbery at his 
shop : — 

" William Bateman, a young man about 25 
years of age, being disfigured with the smallpox, a 
flat bottle nose, somewhat bow-legged, went away 
in a light cloth coloured suit, lined with black sattin, 
and black buttons, having a Prize sad coloured coat 
over it ; Took away out of Lumbard Street, a 
considerable sum of money, with some guineas, a 
seven stone diamond ring, with several diamond 
rings and about 36 diamonds and a parcel of small 
gold rings, a gold watch and one silver watch. If 
any person can give notice of the said Bateman, so 
as he may be apprehended to Job Boulton, at the 
Bolt y Tun in Lumbard Street shall have £"^0" 



" London Gazette." 
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jLOWER DE LUCE: Benjamin 
Hinton. He is first mentioned in 
1663. Pepys records in 1665 that he 
went to the "Pope's Head" with him. 
He kept a large account with Back- 
well, which was a sort of clearing account, prior to 
1672. In May, 1683, he desired his creditors to 
meet to receive proposals for the payment of his 
debts, principal and interest ; in 1702 he is de- 
scribed as deceased and a bankrupt. 

George Read, described in St. Mary Woolnoth 
Parish Register as a " Bancker," was here from 
1699 to 1708. 

The following extract, from Howell's Familiar 
Letters, has been favoured by Mr. Noble : " Our two 
younger brothers which you sent hither are disposed 
of ; my brother Doctor hath placed the elder of the 
two with Mr. Hawes a mercer in Cheapside and he 
took much pains in't ; and I had placed my brother 
Ned with Mr. Barrington, a silkman in the same 
street ; but afterwards for some inconveniences I 
removed him to one Mr. Smith at the FLOWER 
DE LUCE in Lombard Street, a Mercer also. 
Their masters both of them £ire very well to pass and 
of good repute." From a letter of James Howell 
to his father, dated London, 30th Sept., 1629. 
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5INGEL AND CROWN : John Ewing 

and Benjamin Nonington, goldsmiths 

keeping running cashes, were there 

in 1677. Nothing is known of them. 

In 1688 it was occupied by Henry 

Limbrey, and in 1698 hy John and Thomas Cox, 

and from 1720-1732 Samuel Gibson, a druggist 

was there. 
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jiHE ROSE : Henry Nelthorpe, also 
Thomas Nelthorpe. Although called 
Lumbard Street, there is evidence to 
show it was in Exchange Alley. ' 

THE ROSE in 1694 was in 
occupation of a goldsmith named Lane, who adver- 
tised to sell copper medals of Charles I., engraved 
and struck by Roettier at the Mint. 
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ijHE THREE TUNNS : Joha 
Temple and John Scale. 
Temple had been a clerk to 
Sir Robert Vyner, described 
by Pepys as the fat blade, 
Sir R. Vyner's chief man ; 
he mentions him several 
times in his diary. They 
however did not flourish long, as they became 
bankrupt in 1684. The house became a Tavern in 
1748, in which year it was burnt down. 

For fuller particulars of his transactions, see 
" Handbook of London Bankers." 

Although described as of Lombard Street, I 
believe it was in Exchange Alley. 
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r HE MEARMAID in 1677 
was the house of Peter 
Wade, goldsmith. His 
name is not again met with 
after 1687. One Edward 
Delves was at the sign of 
the MARMAYDE in 
Lumbard Strete from 1586- 
1638, he was a goldsmith.' In 1644 Hacker, a 
goldsmith was here. In the 17th century another 
Edward Delves was at this sign, who sold patent 
medicines. It is also mentioned in the Ashmoleah 
MS. 1488, fol. 285 (in the Bodleian Library, Oxford). 
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HE FLYING HORSE: 
Thomas Sharpe was here 
in 1676 and in 1691 it was 
occupied by a goldsmith of 
the name of Richard Snagg. 
In 1682 he was at the 
" Unicorn," and was in 
some way connected with 
Alderman Backwell, as, in 
a notice to the latter's creditors,* it states that the 
proposals shall be delivered by Richard Snagg, or 
some other person, at Valentine Duncombe's shop, 
where the said E. Backwell formerly dwelt. We 
learn that Snagg was forced to stop the currency 
of his paymentst in 1708, in consequence of one 
Robert Yate, described as a goldsmith, probably 
his partner or assistant, having absconded with a 
great sum of monev, and for having committed 
some indirect practices and embezzlements. 
He died in 1715. 



• " London Gazette," June i, 16S2, 
t " London Gaiette," May 27, 1708. 
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OROCCOS HEAD. This 
might have been the same 
sign as the "' Black Moor's 
Head,"' No. 40. In 1690 
Joseph Brandon, a gold- 
smith, was there, and the 
next mention of the house 
is in 1740, when we find 
one Barker, a silveramith. living there. 
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^HE RED CROSS was occupied in 
1680 by a goldsmith of the name of 
Richard Shelden. 




^POTTED DOG was occupied by John 

Marlowe, goldsmith, between 1686- 

1697, and by Thomas Morse, 1718. 

The number cannot be ascertained, 

but it was situated in the parish of 

St. Edmund the King, therefore must be between 

Nos. 24 to 39 or between Nos. 53 to 65, all 

inclusive. 
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EATHERS, was near Pope's 
Head Alley, in some places 
described as being near the 
Post Office. Samuel Lee 
and Benjamin Alsop, book- 
sellers were here in 1680. 
Samuel Lee printed and 
sold The Little London Di- 
rectory at this shop in 1677 
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gHE THREE LIONS, m 1699, was 
the shop of a goldsmith named Ralph 
Gerrard ; between 1701 and 1706 the 
firm was Gerrard and Newell. Several 
drafts are extant bearing their names. 

They subsequently removed to the " Fox," in 

Lombard Street, which was No. 73. 
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|HE CUP AND CROWN in 1713 was 
occupied by Anthony Blackford ; in 
The Post Boy of tbat date he adver- 
tises for a grey gelding lost from grass ; 
we find Blackford was dead in 1716, 
as his apprentice gives notice that he hath with- 
drawn from the service of Mrs. Dorothy Blackford. 
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IBLE AND CROWN was in occupa- 
tion of a bookseller, named Edmund 
Parker, from 1705-1723. From 1744 
to 1753 John Beecroft, a bookseller, 
was here. 
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?LOBE AND ANCHOR. We find 
(by The Daily Courant, Feb., 1714) 
that John Branfield inserted an ad- 
vertisement for the apprehension of 
some one who had stolen out of a 
house 3 silk purses containing I30 sun pistoles, 
50 old^pistoles, and 50 in guineas and silver all in 
bag. His trade is not stated. 
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lAND, about 1660, issued a halfpenny 
token. It was sometimes called the 
" Hand in Glove," which might have 
been a glover's sign. 
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^y^=^^^^W/ OYAL OAK WITH THREE 
eSC^^^LJ^CsJ^B) CROWNS. This was a 
tavern. Pepys, on lO April, 
1663, wrote that he " tt> 
Royall Oake Taveme, in 
Lumbarde Streete, where 
Alexander Broome the 
poet Was, a merry witty, 
man, I' believe, if he be not a little, conceited, and 
here drank a sort of French wine called Ho Bryan 
(Haut Brion ?) that hath a good and most particular 
taste that I ever met with." In i566 the pro- 
prietor, William Smith, of the Royal Oak with 
Three Crowns, issued a halfpenny token. 
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CROWN AND SCEPTRE, 

In 1705, was the shop of Robert Chester, 

a goldsmith. 
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HREE ANCHORS. This- 
was the sign of the house in 
which John Freame, a gold- 
smith, started in business 
about the year 1694. He 
shortly afterwards took a 
partner; as in 1698 we find 
Freame and Gould were at 
the "Three Anchors"; they 
probably remained here until 1721, when they 
removed into the premises of the " Black Spread 
Eagle," and their business gradually developed 
until it became the well-known firm of Messrs^ 
Barclay, Bevan ^ Co. Up to the present time we 
have been unable to discover in what part of the 
street this house was situated. 
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SfASTLE TAVERN. This house was 

situated on the south side of Lombard 

Street, opposite No. 58. We find 

WiUiam Plowman located there in 

1 73 1. It is possible that this tavern 

stood back from the street, and was approached 

by a narrow passage between No. 29 sind 30 or 

30 and 31. 
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pRADLE. This was a very early sign in 
the street, and in the reign of Queen 
Mary was inhabited by Rowland Hall, 
a bookseller.* and in that of Queen 
Elizabeth by Hugh Spooner, also a bookseller. 



* S« Lanrood, " Hiitoij of Sign Boards," p. 130. 
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. ARE AND CROWN was 

occupied from 171410 1739 
by Anthony and Lydia 
Selfe, woollen drapers ; the 
house was situated in the 
parish of St. Edmund the 
King, but the site in un- 
known. 

Previous to the year 1779, the Stocks Market 
stood where the Mansion House now is, which Stow 
states was estabUshed in the year 1282, for the sale 
of flesh and fish. Here, also, stood the parish Church 
of St. Mary Woolchurch Haw, so called from a 
beam placed in the churchyard for the weighing of 
wool — the Church, he states, was reasonable fair and 
large, and built in the twentieth year of Henry VI., 
at a distance of 15 feet from the said rilarket. Upon 
an open space near the Church stood the stocks, 
used for the punishment of unruly people. St. Mary 
Woolchurch was destroyed by the Great Fire, and 
the market was newly built and became a fruit and 
flower market. Strype says it surpassed all other 
markets in London. At the north end of this, near 
the water conduit, Sir Robert Vyner set up the statue 
of John Sobieski upon horseback, trampling on the 
Turk ; put a new head on it, and made it do duty 
for Charles H. trampling upon Oliver Cromwell. 
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This statue was set up on the 29th May, 1672, 
the year of the shutting up of the Exchequer. It 
gave rise to the following lines being written by 
Andrew Marvell : — 

" As cities that to the fierce conqueror yield, 
Do at their own charges their citadels build ; 
So Sir Robert advanced the King's statue in token, 
Of bankers defeated and Lombard Street broken." 

Lord Rochester also wrote the following 
amusing lampoon upon it : — 

"Could Robin Viner have forseen 
The glorious triumphs of his master, 
The Woolchurch statue gold had been, 
Which now is made of alabaster. 
But wise men think, had it b^en wood, 
TVere for a bankrupt King too good. 

" Those that the fabrick well consider. 
Do of it diversely discourse, 
Some pass their censure on the rider. 
Others their judgment on the horse. 
Most say, the steed's a goodly thing 
But all agree, t*is a lewd King." 

This Statue was taken down in May, 1779, and 
was presented by the Corporation to Robert Vyner, 
Esq., the legal representative of Sir Robert Vyner. 
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ombard Street 

at the west end led into the 
Stocks Market, so we pro- 
pose to commence a short 
account of the occupiers of 
the different houses as far 
as is known, beginning with 
the corner on the south side, 
now No^ 1 . The old part of the Street from here 
as far as St. Mary Woolnoth's Church has been 
entirely removed during the last century, when 
King William Street was made about 1832. The 
house known by the sign of the ANGEL stood at 
the south corner, probably as near as possible on the 
site of Messrs. Smith, Payne's bank. The actual 
sign of No. 1 cannot be ascertained, but during 
alterations in 1874 a sign in cast iron was found, 
when digging out the foundations, representing a 
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cock fighting a snake — dated 1652 — the house in 
question was in George Street, and was once the 
bank of Sir C. Raymond and Co. 

Major John Wallis kept running cashes there 
in 1677, and no more is known of him. The next 
occupier was William Sheppard, who lived there 
from 1 69 1 to 1702. In 1696 he took into partner- 
ship Joseph Bragg, who had been a Clerk to Sir 
John Sweetaple. They failed in 1702. 

Stephen Ram, described as a banker, which was 
very unusual at that date, was here from 1700- 1 719. 
Mr. William Pepys was his apprentice, he became 
a banker and was head of the firm of HoUings- 
worth and Co., which business continued until 1 750. 
His son, Sir William Weller Pepys, was a Master 
in Chancery and was father of the Lord High 
Chancellor, who was created Earl of Cottenham. 
It is quite possible that Pepys' business was carried 
on at this sign. 

If we can consider this was No. i, apparently 
as far as can be ascertained, no banker occupied it 
until the new house was built and taken, in 1830, 
by Messrs. Smith, Payne and Co., who, on the i6th 
June, 1902, disposed of their business to the Union 
Bank of London. 
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TURK'S HEAD, 

In 1744, was the shop of Barber, a goldsmith, and 

from 1756 to 1764 J. Waugh and W. Fenner, 

booksellers, were here. 
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O. 4 was taken by Messrs. 
Denison, Heywood and 
/yy^^jvS^^ Kennard in 1837, which 
'^("■^■-r^y' '^ firm continued to occupy 
it until the business was 
taken over by the Con- 
solidated Bank in 1864. 
No. 5, from 1770 to 
1775, was in the occupation of Messrs. Chater and 
Rivers, bankers ; they were bankrupt in 1775. At 
that date this was in the old street. 

All the houses from Little Lombard Street to 
Sherborn Lane, numbered 5 to 10 inclusive, were 
purchased about 1830 by the Commissioners of 
Sewers for improvements. No. 6 nothing is known 
of. No. 7 was, in 1723, occupied by Robert 
Tempest, a goldsmith, and the sign of the house 
was the THREE CROWNS. It was next occu- 
pied by a druggist named Mr. Deputy Smith. 
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O. 9,* described as being 
situated on the west side of 
"The Phoenix," was called 
the GOLDEN ANCHOR, 
and in the occupation of 
Thomas Parphey, an up- 
holder before the fire. In 
1677 we find, from The 

Little London Directory^ that Thomas Pardo, a 

goldsmith, was here. 



' In Mr. Robails' deeds. 
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O. 10 was the corner of 
Sherborne Lane, in Lom- 
bard Street, west of the 
church, In Mr. Robarts' 
deed we learn that Sir 
Robert Vyner built this 
messuage called THE 
PHCENIX, known before 
the Fire as the BUCK AND COCK, in the pos- 
session of Mr. White, a goldsmith. In 1683 it was 
in the tenure of Messrs. Nicholas Smith and W. 
Potter, goldsmiths. 

It was in the occupation of Messrs. Robert 
Ladbroke and Co., who were goldsmiths and bankers 
in 1736, and probably much earlier. Sir Robert 
Ladbroke was Mayor in 1747, Colonel of the City 
Mihtia, Member of Parliament for the City, and in 
an old almanac he is described as the " Father of 
the City." In 1774 they moved to Bank Buildings, 
and a new firm of bankers took the premises, styled 
Messrs. Marler, Lascelles, Pell and Down. They 
only remained there until 1776, when they moved 
to Bartholomew Lane, and finally ended as Messrs. 
Pole and Co. 

Sherborne Lane entered Lombard Street close 
in front of the Church of St. Mary Woolnoth, prior 
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to the alterations made about 1831, when King 
William Street was laid out. In the Great Fire in 
1666 this church was destroyed, most of the 
great goldsmiths, such as Vyner, Backwell, and 
others, contributed very largely to its rebuilding ; 
it was taken down by Act of Parliament in 1716, 
and the present church was erected in 1727 — many 
of the Lombard Street goldsmiths were buried here. 
The house next to the church, eastwards, formed 
part of the property of Sir Robert Vyner, upon 
which his mansion was erected, where he enter- 
tained the King when he was Lord Mayor. W^e 
all remember how jovial he was on that occasion, 
and how he induced the King to return to drink 
t'other bottle. This house and grounds occupied 
an area of a quarter of an acre, and extended into 
Abchurch Lane and Sherborne Lane, and was built 
on the site of an old tavern destroyed in the Great 
Fire. The house is now called No. 10. We next 
learn from Mr. Kentish's deeds that this house 
became the MAIL-COACH OFFICE, and was 
purchased of Messrs. Bowes and Godbolt, the 
representatives of Sir R. Vyner, in 1787, by the 
Crown, as part of the General Post Office, which 
occupied such a large site here. The Postmaster- 
General resold these premises in May, 1831. Since 
that time the house has been used as a branch 
Post Office. 
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§J0. 1 1 , This house was likewise erected 
upon the site of 'Sir Robert Vyner's 
mansion, as were also Nos. 12, 13, 14 
and 15. In 1702 it formed part of the 
General Post OflSce ; from 1805 to 
1 8 10 Messrs, Bowles, Brickwood and Co. were here, 
after which, in 1821, the propeny was pnrchased by 
the Guardian Assurance Company, the back portion 
of whose premises formed part of the yard of the 
" Old Mail-Coach Offices." 

The Guardian Assurance Company put up 
. " Minerva" as a sign for the Coronation decorations. 



30. 13 now forms part of the premises 
of Messrs. Robarts, Lubbock and Co. 
Like the former, it was on the site of 
Vyner's property. In 1797 Messrs. 
Newman and Co., bankers, were here 
for two or three years. This house was sold at the 
Auction Mart, 6th May, 1831-^-11 was described in 
the catalogue of sale as " adjoining the banking- 
house of Sir W. Curtis and Co." It does not ap- 
pear ever to have had a sign, as it was originally a 
portion of the Post Office. 
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'So. 14*. The sign of this house cannot 
be ascertained at present. In 1 740 it 
was occupied by Messrs. Vere, Glyn 
and Halifax; in 1754 they moved to 
Birchin Lane. In 1769 Messrs. 
Hanbury, Taylor, Lloyd and Bowman started as 
bankers here, and remained for the space of ten 
vears. The site of it is now included in Messrs. 
Robarts, Lubbock and Co.'s. 





^O. 15. The earliest record of this 

house being occupied by a banker 

was in 1797, when Messrs. Robarts, 

Curtis and Co. moved in. The sign 

was probably the QUEEN'S ARMS, 

as, in 1710, one Samuel Sheppard, Haberdsaher of 

Hats, described himself as being at that sign, next 

Lloyd's Coffee House. 
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\0. 16 and 17 was LLOYD'S COFFEE 

HOUSE, which originated with a 

coffee house keeper of the name of 

Edward Lloyd, who, in September, 

1696, started Lloyd's News. This 

house was at the west comer of Abchurch Lane. 

In a poem called the "Wealthy Shopkeeper," we 

read : — 

"Then to Lloyd's Coffee House he never fails, 
To read the letters and attend the sales," 

In the early numbers of London Gazette, Daily 
Courant, Post Boy, &c., advertisements of sales of 
various things appear almost daily, to be sold either 
by the candle, or otherwise. Lloyd, the coffee man, 
as he was called, died 17th February, 1713. His 
coffee house was moved to Pope's Head Alley, 
but, in [774, it was again moved to the Royal 
Exchange, where it now exists. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Robarts, who 
permitted me to examine the title deeds, and 
therein ascertain that previously to this house being 
Lloyd's it was called PUNTACK'S HEAD. The 
back part of these premises originally belonged to 
Vyner, and afterwards to the Post Office, of which 
latter it was purchased by the bankers, including 
messuages in Abchurch Lane, called the "Golden 
Ball," afterwards the " Rose and Crown," and then 
" The Bear." Although spelt Puntack in the deeds, 
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we find by contemporary literature, that the house 
was kept by a Monsieur Pontack or Pontac, a 
Frenchman, son of the President of Bordeaux, who 
was owner of the vineyards of Pontaq and O'Brien,* 
from whence came the choice clarets. He came to 
London to establish a famous eating house, and set 
up his father's head as a sign, which is mentioned 
by Dryden, Swift and Defoe, likewise Evelyn, who 
states that, in 1694, the Royal Society dined at 
Puntack's as usual. He also describes him as 
** having studied well in philosophy, but chiefly the 
Rabbins, and was exceedingly addicted to cabalistic 
fancies, an external hablador (romancer) and half 
distracted by reading abundance of the extravagant 
Eastern Jews. He spake all languages, was very 
rich, had a handsome person, and was well bred, 
about forty-five years of age. I think I may truly 
say of him, which was not so truly said of St. Paul, 
' that much learning hath made him mad.' " Swift, 
in his letters to Stella, says that the wine was 
charged seven shillings a flask, ** are not these 
pretty rates." Before Pontack had the house it 
was known by the sign of the ** White Bear." 
The premises now form part of Messrs. Robarts, 
Lubbock and Co.s bank. 

Soon after the fire of 1748, in Cornhill, Ware- 
ham and Cartwright occupied a house at the corner 
of Abchurch Lane, Lombard Street, which they 
called the ** Three Anchors." 

* Probably " Haut Brion." 
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O. 18 is upon the east side 
of Abchurch Lane. Before 
the Great Fire of 1666 this 
house was known by the 
sign of the HATT AND 
HARROW : iri one deed 
it was called the HAT 
AND ARROW, in occu- 
pation of one Stephen Hill, 
and then Henry Faulconer, 
a vintner. After the Great Fire, we learn from 
the deeds that the sign of the new house was the 
HARE, and in the occupation of Robert Weal- 
stead, a goldsmith, who had been established as 
early as 1663. In 1672 he lost £11,2,0^ 12s. id. 
in the Exchequer, and his name appeared in the 
Gazette of 3 July, 1704, as a bankrupt. In 1766 
Messrs. Smith and Payne were here for some 
twelve years or so. It afterwards, in 1782, became 
the property of the Phcenix Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, who purchased this house, together with 
No. 19 and 20, and the Alley behind, called Bell 
Alley. 
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^O. 19. Prior to the Great 
Fire, between 1653 and 
1666, this house was known 
by the sign of the TWO 
BELLS, in occupation of 
Isaac Aytell, a haberdasher, 
but afterwards, when the 
house was rebuilt, it was 
called THE GEORGE, and was in the occupation 
of Thomas Rowe, the goldsmith. He shortly 
afterwards took a partner, as The Little London 
Directory tells us that Thomas Rowe and Thomas 
Green were doing business here. He lost 
£^lMS 17s. 8d. when the King closed the Ex- 
chequer ; he struggled on for a few years, but 
eventually failed, as in 1690 a dividend on the 
estate was announced to be paid. Apparently no 
other goldsmiths or bankers occupied this house, 
which now forms part of the Phoenix Fire Office, 
and it is entirely through the kindness of the 
Secretaries who permitted me to peruse the deeds 
that the names of these signs were made out. 
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30. 20 was known by the sign 
of the WHITE SWANNE 
before the Great Fire, and 
was in the occupation of 
one William Long, a vintner. 
When rebuilt it was styled 
the SUN OR THE 
STAR, commonly called 
the STAR, and was 
Joseph Homeby's shop. In 1663 Major Charles 
Everard, goldsmith, was here at the STAR. 

In 1666 he was at the " Unicom,'' but that he 
transferred to°Alderman Backwell after the Fire — 
he was amongst those unfortunate goldsmiths who 
lost money in the Exchequer. The Directory of 
1677 states that Joseph and Nathaniel Hornboy {sic) 
were at the STAR. On a bill drawn by the Earl 
of Castlemaine in 1687, endorsed by them, they 
spelt their name Homeby as it appears in the 
PhcEnix deeds. They, however, failed in 1701. 
From 1744 to 1774 Marmaduke Storr, a watch- 
maker, was here, who took down the "Star" and 
set up the "Dial" as his sign. The next occupants 
in the banking line were Messrs. Wickenden and 
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Co. in 1755, which firm afterwards became Ken- 
singtons and Co., and stopped payment in 18 12. 
It was next occupied by Messrs. Stevenson and 
Salt about 181 8, who in 1867 amalgamated with 
Messrs. Bosanquet and Co. The house now forms 
part of the London and County Bank, but belongs 
to the Phoenix. In the rear of the premises, 18, 
19 and 20, there formerly existed an alley, called 
Bell Alley, which led from Abchurch Lane into 
St. Nicholas Aeons Churchyard, and so into 
Nicholas Lane. The Phoenix obliterated this alley 
when they rebuilt their premises, and the London 
and County Bank did the same when they built 
their present bank, but the Phoenix office claimed 
right of way, which they test every year by entering 
the premises and walking through. 
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THE HEN AND CHICKENS. 

It was in the occupation of David King, a mercer, 
in 1686 — nothing more being known of it. 




^^^'^xJ^ 
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* O. 21 appears from the 
deeds in the possession of 
the London and County 
Bank '(kindly referred to 
for me by Mr. Gray) to 
have been known by the 
sign of the ANCHOR 
AND CROWN in 1746, 
when it was occupied by 
Mrs. Derrell, and then in 1766 by John Henry 
Vere, goldsmith and jeweller. The next inhabi- 
tants of whom we have any cognizance were 
Messrs. Smith, Wright and Gray, bankers of some 
repute; they came here in 1774 from THE 
THREE KINGS. The following curious story, 
telling how one of their walks' clerks was robbed 
and nearly murdered whilst upon his rounds, is 
extracted from The Gentlemen' s Magazine of 1780, 
" Abraham Darnford and Willam Newton were ■ 
examined before the magistrate at Guildhall, being 
charged by William Warts, clerk to Messrs. Smith, 
Wright and Gray, bankers, with robbing and 
attempting to murder him. It appeared upon 
examination that one of the men had lodged an 
accepted bill at the banking house to be received 
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when due, and the money to be remitted into the 
country according to direction. As this pretended 
bill was directed to an empty house and had several 
days to run, the villains in the mean time applied 
to the persons who had the letting of the house, to 
take it, had taken it and got the key, under the pre- 
tence of getting the house cleaned. The landlord 
heing made acquainted with the haste his new 
tenants were in to take possession, and not very 
well liking their description, desired the mistress of 
the public house on the opposite side of the way to 
have an eye to their proceedings. Accordingly 
upon the day the bill became due, she observed two 
men enter the house and open the parlour windows, 
and presently after a third man came and knocked at 
the door, was let in, and the door shut. Attending 
to see the event, she thought she heard an uncom- 
mon noise, and stepping over the way and listening 
was struck with the sound of murder pronounced 
in a hoarse faint voice, succeeded by a kind of 
groaning, which very much alarmed her, and look- 
ing through the key-hole she saw two men dragging 
the third down the cellar stairs, on which she cried 
out violently, they re murdering a man^ knocked 
hard, at the door, and begged people in the street 
to break it open, but none would interfere. Being 
enraged at their brutality, she burst open the 
window herself, and was entering when one of the 
villains opened the door and was running off, but 
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on the cry of 'Stop thief/ he was instantly taken, 
and the other seized by the throat herself and 
dragged him to her house, by which time this 
horrid contrivance was brought to light. They had 
robbed the man of his pocket book, and had nearly 
throttled him to stop his noise, till they had got 
him into the back cellar, where they certainly de- 
signed to have murdered him had not the woman 
by her fortitude providentially interposed to save* 
his life/' This is an instance of the dangers bank 
clerks were exposed to. In 1793 they amalgamated 
with Messrs. Esdailes and Co., who continued in 
the, same house until i6th January, 1837, when 
they stopped payment. The next occupier was 
the London and County Bank, who took possession 
of the house in 1846. It now forms part of the 
premises of that bank, as do likewise Nos. 22 and 23. 
No. 22 was, in 1693, known by the sign of the 
** Blue Perriwig," in the occupation of John Price. 
No. 23 was the south-west boundary of the parish 
of St. Nicholas Aeons, and is described in the parish 
books as a draper's shop, and was in 1758 called by 
the sign of the ** Fleece." 



^"^^ 
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O. 24, with which is in- 
cluded No. 25, was — ac- 
cording to old deeds of 
the last century, kindly 
shewn me by Messrs. Alex- 
anders and Co. — called 
the ARTICHOKE ; this 
is a strange circumstance 
as four doors off was another house known by the 
same sign. In 1710^ Aug. 5, an advertisement 
appeared in The Post Boy that a meeting of 
"gentlemen who had been educated at Bishop's 
Stortford School were to meet at Mr. DiUingham's 
a woollen draper's, at the ARTICHOKE, in 
Lombard Street," but whether it was it this house 
or at No. 28 we cannot well say. About 1769 
Messrs. William Fuller and Son, bankers, started 
business here, which firm became Whitmore, Wells 
and Co. and failed in 1841. After them, in 1844, 
Messrs. Cunliffes took the premises, and now it 
belongs to Messrs. Alexanders and Co., Limited. 
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go. 27. In 1731 William Yeat, a 
bookseller^ was here. It was for- 
merly known by the name or sign of 
QUEEN'S HEAD AND SUN. 
From 1820-30 D. W. Stephenson, a 

watchmaker, was here. It is now the premises 

of the Royal Insurance Company. 




p. 28. This house, on the west side 
of Clement's Lane, Was formerly 
called THE ARTICHOKE. In 
1770 Messrs. Walpole and Co. came 
here from Clement's Lane, where 
they had been since 1736 when Surman started the 
business; however, they came to an end in 1808. 
The premises are now occupied by the Royal 
Insurance Company, the owners of the property, 
who. kindly furnished me with the names of the 
signs of this and the houses on each side of it. 



-I ^1,'^/ 
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Jo. 29. This house was 
described as being in the 
parish of St. Edmund the 
King, commonly called or 
known by the sign of the 
BLACK BOY. Upon 
reference to The Little 
London Directory of 1677 
we see that Peter Perce- 
full and Stephen Evans were at this sign keeping 
running cashes. Their names appear in The London 
Gazette frequently among the advertisements. 
Upon a draft in my possession endorsed over to 
Evans and Percivall, it is signed Peter Percivall 
and Co., which would hardly he considered a 
regular endorsement now. In 1697 The London 
Gazette informs us that Sir Francis Child resigned 
the office of Jeweller to the King and that Sir 
Stephen Evance was appointed to that honor in 
his stead. The firm became, in 1702, Evans and 
Hales and they stopped payment in 1721. Messrs. 
Cunliffe Brooks and Co. were here from 1836 to 
1843 when they moved next door. 
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JO. 30 was the BELLOWS 
AND BALL. This sign 
not having been one under 
which any goldsmith or 
banker flourished in the 
1 8th century, it has very 
little history. About the 
year 1760 we find Edward 

Longdon, a gold and silver laceman, here. Messrs. 

Cunliffe Brooks and Co. were here in 1 843 for one 

year, and it is now occupied by the Clydesdale 

Bank. 
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, OS. 31, 32 and 33- These 
numbers represent four of 
the old houses, including a 
court called Three King 
Court. John Vemon, by 
will dated 1615, devised 
to the Merchant Taylors' 
Company, " the fee simple 
and inheritance of three 
houses in Lombard Street." The most ancient 
counterpart of a lease that they possess is dated 
1660, in which it describes the most westerly 
house of the property as known by the sign of the 
ADAM AND EVE, the site of which is now 
occupied by No. 31. The deeds have been care- 
fully searched, through the kindness of the Clerk 
of the Company, and no signs whatever are re- 
corded in any of them. Three King Court was 
between No. 32 and 33 of the old houses. No. 
34 was included in the same property. 





"It^rs^ 
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O. 32 or 33 was the THREE 
ANGELS, and was occupied in 
1723 by Mary Browne and Margaret 
Maurice, and in 1731 by Richard 
Browne. 




go. 34. Messrs. Halliday, Flight and 
Co. started at this house as bankers 
in 1770, where they remained a few 
years, then moved, and shortly after- 
wards became extinct. 
Of Nos. 35, 36 and 37 no information can 
be obtained. 




\ 



I 
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j>0. 38 was called the UNI- 
CORN, and was leased by 
the Fishmongers' Company 
from 1657 to 1682 to 
Humphrey Halley, and, in 
consequence of the dread- 
ful Fire, a fresh lease was 
granted him in r668 to 
1729. There is no record 
of any goldsmith or banker being in this house, 
but we find by The. Daily Post of 1731, that one 
Archibald Gilchrist, described as a jeweller, was 
at the UNICORN AND RING, which might 
possibly be the same house, called the " Unicom 
and Ring" to distingeish it from the "Unicom," 
No. 6g. 
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OS. 39 and 40. The first 
house on the west side of 
White Hart Court was. 
known before the Fire by 
the sign of the ANGEL 
AND GOLDEN CROSS ; 
after the Great Fire two 
houses were built upon the 
site. There is reason to- 
suppose that these houses let as one house, and 
after the Great Fire were known by the sign of the 
BLACK MOOR'S HEAD, as there is an entry 
in the books of the Fishmongers' Company, kindly 
favoured me by their Clerk, that in 1696 Sir John 
Sweetaple asked for a renewal of his lease for a. 
term of twenty-two years, and in 1718 the Com- 
pany granted another lease to W. Sherwell until 
1749. John Sweetaple was keeping running 
cashes here in 1677. He was one of the Sheriflfe- 
in 1694. The London Gazette of January, 1701, 
announces Sir John Sweetaple, Hodgkins, and 
Harris, bankrupts. 

In 1718 Long and Bland, goldsmiths, were 
here, they were probably the successors of Sir Joha 
Sweetaple. In 1720 John Long was a bankrupt. 
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J O. 41 was known bv the sign of the 
KIXGS ARMS in 1720, when we 
find a mercer of the name of Charles 
le Keux there. The frontage of the 
propertv, which was but narrow, was 
used for widening the street and for improving the 
frontage of the houses built on the site of White 
Hart Court. 




yS^. 42. The first record we can trace 
of this house is in 1 766, when we find 
it was known by the sign of the 
ANCHOR AND DOVE, and was in 
the occupation of William Lutwiche, 
goldsmith and jeweller ; he was formerly in partner- 
ship with John Henry Vere. Messrs. Gill and Co. 
bankers, occupied 42 in 1810, they afterwards 
became Feltham and Co.. and left in 1859 for 
Ball Allev. 
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50. 43. The first house at 
the east end of the street 
on the north side was de- 
scribed in a deed of 1667, 
" as a messuage knowne by 
the signe of the THREE 
CROWNS, in the parish of 
Alhollowes, Lumber Street." 
This house, or rather site, was occupied by William 
Shore, the husband of the celebrated Jane Shore, 
the goldsmith, as may be proved by old leases. 
From 1754 to 1794 Thomas Hunter, watchmaker, 
was here. In 1807 to 1820 John Algar, a boot- 
inaker lived there — (see Notes and Queries, 9th S. 
III., June 10, 1899.) 
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O. 44. This house, in a 
deed dated June, 1732, is 
described as a messuage, 
etc., on the north side of 
Lombard Street, in the 
parish of All Saints in the 
Elms, at Alhallows, late in 
the occupation of Richard 
Morson, a goldsmith, but now in the possession of 
William Hunter, a jeweller, and formerly called or 
known by the name or sign of the BLUE BELL, 
but now the ANCHOR AND RING. The first 
time the name of Richard Morson is mentioned was 
in 1700, when he is described of the ANCHOR 
AND THREE CROWNS. His endorsement 
may be seen on bank notes, and in 1721 he 
advertised to pay three guineas reward and ask no 
questions for the recovery of some notes taken 
out of the Bristol mail. The sign BLUE BELL 
was, possibly, the name of the house previous to 
the Fire. This is another instance of how the 
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signs changed. From 1755 to 1775 William 
Shayler, and from 1772 to 1800 Richard North, 
watchmakers, were here. 

Allhallows Church. This was once called 
Allhallows Grasschurch, from the grass market 
that existed on this site in the days of Edward III. 
Gracechurch Street, in old books called Gracious 
Street, derives its name from the same circum- 
stance. The Church was destroyed in the Great 
Fire, and was rebuilt by Wren in 1694. There 
appear to have been a considerable number of 
watchmakers settled at the east end of Lombard 
Street, principally in the parish of Allhallows, in 
the 1 8th century and later. 



/^iC* 
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%0. 45. The only record I can discover 
of this house is that from 1798 to 
1 800 Benjamin Taylor, a watch- 
maker, was here. 



No. 46, Henry and Arnold Shore, watch- 
makers, 1753 to 1768 and from 1769 to 1788 
Henry Arnold, watchmaker, was here. 

No. 47 was occupied from 1780 to 1798 by 
George Curson Addis, a watchmaker. 



No. 48 was called the "Hare" in 1752. 
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O. 49 was, in all probability, 
THE BALL. Francis 
Stamper, a good maker of 
clacks, was at the "Golden 
Ball " from 1682 to 1700. 
Some time after this we 
may presume that the house 
was taken by a hatter, as, 
in April, 1710, it was an- 
nounced in The Daily Courant that, at the 
"Golden Ball," a "range of presses were to be 
sold, fit for a haberdasher of hats, at a very reason- 
able rate." Messrs. Bland, Grey and Stephenson 
were at this sign in 1765. From 1775 to 1783 
John Newman, a watchmaker, was here, and from 
1783 to 1790 it was occupied by a watch and clock 
maker named Joseph Smith. Mr. Doudney stated 
that some years ago the hook to which the sign was 
affixed was stUl to be seen in the front of the house. 
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Jo. 50 was the ROSE AND 

CROWN. This was called 
the "Haberdasher's House" 
in an old lease. Early in 
the 1 8th century it was oc- 
cupied by Messrs. San key 
and Trist, goldsmiths. The 
only bankers that have been 
at this house where Messrs. George and William 
Gines, in 1754, and Messrs. Gines and Atkinson, 
who were there in 1765, and probably some ten 
years earlier. Nothing is known of them after 1781. 
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^0. 51, before the Great Fire, 
was called the SEVEN 
STARS, and was in the 
occupation of Robert Low- 
field and John Hewar, and 
afterwards William Snell, 
a goldsmith. After the 
Great Fire, George Snell, 
a goldsmith, rebuilt it and 
called it the ACORN. 
About 1721 Nathaniel Brasey, goldsmith, was here, 
but he subsequently moved to the "Acorn" in the 
parish of St. Mary Woolnoth's, Lombard Street. 
Joseph Freame had this house in 1747. From 1766 
to 1794 William Hunter, a watchmaker, was here. 



The sign of the " Seven Stars " is taken from the shop bill of Cath. Woolhead; 

of Fleet Street, who, curiously enough, had removed from Lombard Street. 

(In Mr. Robinson's Collection.) 
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'O. 52 was the KING'S 
ARMS. About 1630 we 
find Mr. Cave Bury at 
" Y' King's Anns," as two 
Patens weighing i7-oz. at 
5/7 per oz. and a red 
leather case were bought 
for Staindrop Church, Co. 
Durham.* 
1687 Mr. Payn, a goldsmith, was here, and 
in 1704 Moor and Payne, goldsmiths. From 1710 
until after 1 72 1 the firm was styled Payne and Co. 
In 1710 it was called the QUEEN'S ARMS. 



: See " History of Slaindrop Church," by Kev. H. C. Lipscomb, 
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.0. 53. THE BLACK 

HORSE. This was the 
original site of this sign. 
It was here that Pepy's 
friend, little Stokes, the 
goldsmith, lived, who, in 
1677, appeared in The 
Little London Directory 
as keeping running cashes 
under the name of Humph. Stocks, but Stokes was 
probably correct, as in The London Gazette of 
June, 1700, the name of Robert Stokes of the 
BLACK HORSE, is to be seen. John Bland, 
goldsmith, was here in 1728, having obtained a 
lease from the Vintners' Company. In 1749 a 
fresh lease was granted to a Devereux Bowley,* 
and then, or perhaps a little earlier, it may be pre- 
sumed John Bland moved to the premises now 
No. 62, at the corner of Birchin Lane, and took 
his sign with him. No. 53 now forms part of the 
bank of Messrs. Barclay, Bevan, Tritton and Co. 



• A well-known maker of repealing clocks. 
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Jo. 54. By a deed in the 
possession of the Vintners' 
Company, we learn that, in 
1728, this house was called 
THE BIBLE, and was 
in occupation of George 
Braithwaite, a gqldsmith. 
In 1732 he was at the 
" Grown and Thistle," but 

whether it was the same house or another we 

have no evidence to prove. 



The Signs of Old Lombard Street. 1 13 




O. 55, This house was in 
all probability called the 
THREE KINGS, and was 
occupied, according to a list 
of bankers published in 
1768 in TTte Daily Journal, 
by Messrs. Pewtress and 
Robarts, and by Messrs. 
Smith, Wright and Gray. 
In another list we find Messrs. Pewtress and 
Robarts as being opposite the " Three Kings," 
which would be about No. 32 ; but unfortunately, 
nothing is known of this firm after 1769, otherwise 
we should have been able to clear np the difficulty 
by the number. In 1770 we find the house was 
numbered 55, and Messrs. Smith, Wright, and Gray 
were the occupiers, where they remained a few 
years before movingto No. 21. 

The house now forms part of the site of 
Messrs. Barclay's. 



The Signs of Old Lombard Street. 1 15 




O. 56, on the east side of 
George Yard, was the 
BLACK SPREAD 
EAGLE. By a strange 
coincidence there was one 
John Beevan at this sign 
in 1672, The next occu- 
pant of the " Spread Eagle"* 
was Jeremiah Marlow, a 
goldsmith, who advertised 
his wares in The London Gazette from 1694 to 
1702. Messrs. Freame and Gould were here in 
1728. Mr. Freame started in business in 1694 at 
the " Three Anchors " in this street, where he 
certainly remained until 1702. In 1736 Mr. James 
Barclay joined him in partnership, who was the son 
of David Barclay of Cheapside, and who is well 
known as having entertained royalty several times 
upon Lord Mayor's Day at his house in Cheapside, 
and of whom some amusing anecdotes are told. 
Towards the end of the last century it is recorded* 

• Lawson's " Histoiy of Banking." 
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that the staflf at Barclay s consisted of three clerks ; 
and we are told that upon the third clerk coming to 
the shop for the first time he was thus dressed — " He 
wore a long flapped coat, with large pockets. The 
sleeves had long cuffs, with three large buttons, 
something like the coats worn by the Greenwich 
pensioners of the present day ; an embroidered 
waistcoat reaching nearly down to his knees, with 
an enormous bouquet in the buttonhole ; a cocked 
hat, powdered hair, with pigtail and bagwig, and 
gold-headed cane, similar to those of the present 
day carried by footmen of ladies of rank. This 
appears a peculiar custom now-a-days, but it is quite 
possible all the banks had a particular dress or 
uniform that they compelled their clerks to wear. 
One has often heard that Childs' had, also Hoare's, 
whose only survival of it is the white neck-cloth. 
Messrs. Barclay, Tritton and Co. remained here 
until 1818, when their number became 54. Their 
bank now occupies the whole block between George 
Alley and George Yard, consisting of 51, 52, 53, 54, 
55, and 56. 

In George Yard, once stood the famous George 
Hostel, where Earl Ferrers always lodged, whose 
brother was slain there one night in 1175, and 
thrown out into the dirty street. This Inn before 
the Great Fire of 1666 fronted in Lombard Street 
and after the Fire four houses were erected upon 
its site, and many others in George Yard. Those 
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in Lombard Street were called in an old deed 
(kindly shown me by Messrs. Tatham and Procter), 
Alston's House, Watson's House, Ward's House, 
and Snow's House. The two on the east side of 
George Yard, 55 and 56, and two on the west side 
afterwards numbered 57, 58. 
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SO. 57, The sign of the house formerly 
on this site, was probably THE RAM, 
although in the deeds of the property 
so kindly examined for me by Messrs. 
Tatham and Procter, by favour of 
Mr. Heiron, the present occupier, no special sign is 
named — but from the perusal of them we learn 
that, previous to the Great Fire in 1 666, the George 
Inn stood here, and afterwards, two houses were 
erected on each side of George Yard, the two on 
the west side of the yard, described respectively as 
Snow's House, which we know was No. 58, and 
Ward's House, which was No. 57, Upon reference 
to The Little London Directory of 1677, we find 
that Robert Ward and John Towneley were at the 
RAM. keeping running cashes ; we don't know how 
long this firm existed, but about 1750, we find, by 
a deed, that Mr. Fraser Honeywood, banker, was 
here, whose business was started about 1737, 
probably in the same house, by Atkins Honeywood 
and Fuller, and when they moved into Birchin Lane 
in 1754, Mr. Benton Brown, banker, came here; 
in 1781 his firm had become Collinson and Tritton. 
They occupied, during this period, the two houses, 
57 and 58, which had been made into one. 
Mr. Tritton joined the firm of Messrs. Barclay and 
Bevan, and in 1787, Henry Goldfinch occupied the 
house. 
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%0 58. THE THREE FLOWER 
DE LUCES. After the Great Fire, 
we find that Sir Jeremy Snow carried 
on his business at this house, when 
it was called in deeds SNOW'S 
HOUSE, the sign is not mentioned in the deeds of 
the property. Sir Jeremy Snow was a celebrated 
goldsmith, both before and after the Fire, and he lost 
;^59i78o i8s. 8d. by the closing of the Exchequer. 
After him, it appears in the deeds, that Sir Stephen 
Evans, goldsmith, occupied the house. John 
Bicknell was at the "Three Flower de Luces " in 
i703,and the house was to let in 1705. It was 
described as the third house East of Birchin Lane, 
which was probably this house. In 1731 it was 
empty, and in 1754 it was the shop of Mr. Henton 
Brown, this house and 57 having been knocked 
into one. In 1787 Mr. Henry Ford was here. 

The Church of St. Edmund the King and 
Martyr, once called St. Edmund's Grasse Church, 
after the grass market that was upon this site in 
early days at the east end of the present street. 
Humfrey Heyford, the goldsmith, was buried here 
in 1477. The Church was destroyed in the Great 
Fire, and was rebuilt by Wren. 
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LO. 59. THE ANGEL. 
In 1658, it was a Mercer's 
Shop. From 1663 — 1679 
John Lyndsay, a goldsmith, 
was here, he took into part- 
nership one Peirce Reeve 
and they failed in 1679 and 
Lyndsay went beyond the 
seas. In 1682 itwas occu- 
pied by Francis Kenton, a goldsmith. 

In 1690, William Sheppard, a goldsmith was 
here, and we ascertain from the vestry books of 
St. Edmund the King and Martyr, that in 1690, 
William Sheppard, a goldsmith, occupied the first 
house westwards of a void space in front of the 
Church which had a frontage in Lombard Street of 
3 feet 3 inches, with 3 feet i inch backwards and 
2 1 feet deep, from this fact we may assume that 
No. 59 was the " Angel." Sheppard was a bankrupt 
in 1702. 
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30. 60 was the KING'S 
HEAD AND PHCENIX. 
The Little London Direc- 
tory of 1677 informs us 
that Thomas Kiborne and 
Capill were at the KING'S 
HEAD, which is probably 
the same house. In 1779 
Messrs. Hanbury, Taylor and Co. came here from 
No. 14, where they continued until 1864, when 
they amalgamated with Messrs. Bamett, Hoare 
and Co. 

No. 61 does not exist at the present time^ 
and nothing can be ascertained concerning it. 
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O. 62, the bouse at the east 
comer of Birchin Lane or 
Birchover Lane, as it was 
called before the Great Fire, 
named after the owner of 
the property. In the reign 
of HENRY VI. we are told 
it was occupied by people 
who sold old wearing apparel 
and household stuffs, in fact, it was a sort of Petticoat 
Lane. Messrs. Bland and Bamett came to this 
house about 1 7^0. and thev called it the BLACK 
HORSE, after the sign of the house where they 
had been established so many years, a few doors 
eastwards, since which time Xo. 63 has been known 
bv that sign. This business was taken over by 
Llovd"s Banking Co. in 1884. and the premises 
Xo. 63. are occupied by the Commercial Bank of 
Scotland. Messrs. Llovd's have also taken the sign 
of the " Black Horse "' mth them to Xo. 73, this 
being the third time on record that this sign has 
been moved. 
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In consequence of Lloyd's Bank having re- 
moved this sign, the Commercial Bank of Scotland 
wishing to hang out a sign on the occasion of the 
Coronation Festivities in August, 1902, adopted the 
sign of the " Cat-a-fiddling '* which really belonged 
to No. 63. 




-«S«i 
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O. 63. THE CAT-A- 
FIDDLING. The west 
comer of Birchin Lane in 
Lombard Street, is a most 
unusual sign, as in other 
places where it occurs it 
was usually caHpd the " Cat 
and Fiddle." In 1672 and 
perhaps earlier, it was the 
sign of Anthony Dansie, a haberdasher. I am 
indebted to Mr. Brandon Dansie for the following 
information : — " Re the " Cat-a-Fiddling " my 
authority for this being correct is the Will in 
Somerset House of Anthony Dansie's Widow, 
Mary, who died in 1717 at Romford and left her 
property to Grandchildren, she refers to the house 
at the corner of Birchin Lane as the "Cat-a-Fiddling" 
which was built by her late husband, who died in 
1677. " He also states that a curious entry was 
printed in the " Colonial Papers " of 1654-5 where 
Anthony Dansie and other merchants petition for 
and are granted permission by the Lord Protector 
to export to Barbadoes 900 dozen pair of boots and 
5 tons of Cheese. 

James Upjohn, watchmaker, was here in 1779. 




Uil ih.Uitiit, f liiilklitvdt I'. 4(11. |i>t'r. i.iihAI 
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?0. 64. The house which 
stood upon this site, on the 
west side of Birchin Lane, 
was, before the Great Fire, 
known by the sign of the 
BELL, and in 1 670 it was 
called the BLACK BULL. 
In 1742 we find that this 
house was known by the 

sign of the " Spring Clock " and was in occupation 

of Finch and Sims, Watchmakers. John Sims 

continued there until 1778. In recent times it was 

occupied by Messrs. Overend and Co. 

High up on the front of this house is a large 

stone anchor, which was probably its sign at a 

subsequent period. 

This might have been the site of the " Blew 

Anchor " of Thomas White. 
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tO.65. The BLACK LION. 
The next house westwards 
stands upon the site of the 
SALUTATION TAVERN 
which stood there before 
and after the Great Fire ; 
the landlord, we are told 
in " Boyije," issued a half- 
penny token. In' 1686 we find E. Penfold, a 
goldsmith, advertising from this sign. In 1748, 
this house was destroyed by the Fire which 
ravaged this part ot Lombard Street. It was 
then occupied by Messrs. Ironside and Belchier, 
bankers, and was known by the sign of the " Black 
Lion," who had been established since 1729, and 
are lost sight of after 1756. Messrs. Newnham, 
Everett and Co. started here in 1785 as bankers, 
and moved six years later to Mansion House Street, 
when the house was taken by Messrs. Harcourt and 
Co., who remained there until 1831, when they 
were known as Messrs. Sansom and Fostlethwaite. 
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THE WHEATSHEAF, 

mentioned in 1702. 
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O. 66 was the SPREAD 
EAGLE. We learn from 
The London Gazette that -in 
1676, one James Tayler, a 
goldsmith, was at this sigQ, 
and that he advertised for 
a runaway lad aged about 
" fourteen years, who was 
somewhat freckled in the 
face, and had brown hair 
and wore a grey coat which had pewter buttons." 

In 1771, Messrs Castell, Powell and Co. moved 
into this house from Birchin Lane and continued 
there until 1802 when they failed. The next 
occupiers were Messrs. Brown, Cobb and Co., like- 
wise bankers, but they cannot be traced after 1816. 
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So. 67. This house was sup- 
posed to occupy the site of 
THE ANCHOR, but which 
anchor, whether the "Anchor 
and Three Crowns," the 
" Blew Anchor," or the 
"Golden Anchor," we can- 
not tell, but Messrs. Glyn, 
Mills, Currie and Co. possess a tradition that the 
house was the " Anchor," therefore there is little 
■doubt about it. Thomas White, a goldsmith, keep- 
ing running cashes was here, as we learn from The 
Little London Directory in 1677, and was still there 
in 1693. This house has not much history. In 
1801, Messrs. Bowles, Brown and Co., bankers, 
occupied it for a few years, and in 1827 Messrs. 
Glyn, Mills and Co. took the house, having moved 
out of Birchin Lane. No. 67 was the residence of 
Sir Martin Bowes, who died in 1566 seized of the 
WHITE LION in the Parish of St. Mary Wool- 
noth, Lombard Street, leaving it to his son, Thomas, 
by will, etc. {See Coke's Reports, edit. 1826, Vol. i., 
p. 8-38.] It has always been supposed that Sir 




Mil/ W«W|1" 



The Signs of Old Lombard Street. 139 

Martin left this house to the Goldsmiths* Company ; 
it is quite certain that it belongs to them and has 
done so since about 16 10. This is the second 
time Messrs. Glyn and Co. had premises in Lom- 
bard Street. They now occupy a very large blocks 
from Birchin Lane on the east to Change Alley on 
the west, comprising Nos. 63 to 67, and all the 
houses in the rear to Change Alley on the north. 




I Gold JC SiliCT Laceinan, 
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;HE PLOUGH; Peter White, and 
Vjj Churchill, was afterwards 67. He 
was there in 1690, but he cannot be 
traced farther. In 1694 Mr. D'Oyly 
was there ; it was occupied by a gold- 
smith named Joseph Wilson from 1703 — 1710. 

The site of this house was the west corner of 
Exchange Alley, a small house on the left of, the 
present entrance to No. 67. — The bank of Messrs. 
Glen, Mills and Co. In 1776 it was occupied by 
Christopher Corrall and the sign was changed to 
the " Indian Queen," he was a Gold and Silver 
Laceman. 



The Signs of Old Lombard Street. 143 




30. 68. This house occupies 
the site of one of the most 
historical signs in Lombard 
Street, i.e., the GRASS- 
HOPPER. We are in- 
formed that in the days of 
Queen Elizabeth, the 
princely merchant and 
goldsmith, Sir Thomas 
Greshain, who did so much for posterity in founding 
the Royal Exchange and Gresham College, had his 
shop on this site and called it the GRASSHOPPER, 
presumably after his crest. Who occupied the 
house immediately after Gresham we are not 
informed, but we do know that between 1637 — 1665, 
Clement Punge, a goldsmith was here. Messrs. 
Buncombe and Kent were there in 1677, as is shown 
by the list of goldsmiths keeping running cashes 
for that year, and from other sources we know that 
they had been established a few years before that 
date. Alderman Sir Charles Buncombe became a 
great man, purchased an estate of the Buke of 
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Buckingham, called Helmsley in Yorkshire, and 
retired from business, leaving it in the hands of 
Valentine Duncombe, who was at the *' Grass- 
hopper'* until 1688, in which year we see no more 
of Duncombe, but find the name of Richard Smith 
taking his place ; and in 1 700, of Andrew Stone ; 
and in 1703, of Stone and Martin, ever since which 
date the business of the " Grasshopper " has been 
conducted by the Martins, who have recently taken 
in the famous old coffee house known as " Garra- 
way's," which was established soon after the Great 
Fire by one Thomas Garway, in Exchange Alley, 
a coffee man ; he was one of the first to sell tea as 
a drink in England, when it fetched from £(} to 
£^\o the pound weight. Garraway's was largely 
frequented by speculators during the South Sea 
bubble fever. It is an interesting fact to place upon 
record that the goldsmiths gave their customers 
pass-books as early as 17 10, as may be seen by an 
advertisement in The Daily Courant of that year, 
when somebody lost a " book of account with 
Messrs. Stone and Martin." 
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^O. 69. This house is upon the site of 
the UNICORN. Before the Great 
Fire, in 1662, Charles Everard, a gold- 
smith, was there, and John Wasson, 
of the same craft. In 1666, Joseph 
Hornby, another goldsmith, was there, he transferred 
the lease of it to Alderman Edward Backwell, the 
well-known and wealthy goldsmith, who had been 
one of the principal bankers to Oliver Cromwell 
and Charles TI. ; who negociated for the sale of 
Dunkirk to the French ; who was sent over to 
France to receive the money ; and who kept most 
of the Royal and State accounts, the East India 
Company, the Goldsmiths' and many other city 
companies, besides a great number of the nobility 
and merchants of that period, including Samuel 
Pepys, the diarist, who had so many transactions 
with him, both of a financial and friendly nature, all 
of which are worthy of being quoted here, but having 
already written a memoir of this worthy Alderman 
in another place, no more can be said than that he 
was severely hit by Charles II. closing the 
Exchequer when he had as much aS;^295,994 \iys. 
t>d. deposited there, which eventually was the 
cause of his becoming bankrupt. During the 
rebuilding of his premises after the Great Fire, the 
King assigned him offices in Gresbam College. 
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Charles Duncombe, Valentine Duncombe, Shales 
and Smithkin, were all his clerks, and who, after 
his failure, set up for themselves as goldsmiths in 
the same street. Backwell's ledgers, most interest- 
ing books, which are in the possession of Messrs. 
Child and Co., show that all the principal goldsmiths 
of his time kept an account with him, as they did 
with Blanchard and Child, and doubtless all the 
goldsmiths kept running accounts with each other 
for clearing purposes. The next occupier of the 
" Unicom '' was John Ballard, whose name appears 
in TTie Little London Directory of 1677 as keeping 
running cashes there ; he failed in 1694.* 

In 1729 we find Messrs. Knight and Jackson, 
the bankers, carrying on business at this house, who, 
after being known as Batson and Co., and finally as 
Remingtons and Co., stopped payment through the 
frauds of Rowland Stephenson, one of the partners, 
in 1828. Mr. Larwood, in his History of Sign 
Boards^ states that the " Unicorn '' was a sign 
greatly in favour with chemists and goldsmiths. 



* « 



London Gazette," 3rd September, 1694. 



For more particulars of Remingtons 6* Co., see the '* Handbook of 

London Bankers." 



L r 
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<0. 70. This house, on the 
east corner of Exchange 
Alley, was a tavern before 
the Great Fire, known by 
the sign of the WHITE 
HORSE. We find it was 
frequented by Pepys. Under 
date of 6th December, 1664, 
his Diary tells us that he " thence by appointment 
to the White Horse Taverne, in Lombarde Streete, 
and there dined with my Lord Rutherford, Povey, 
Mr. Gauden, Creed, and others, very merry." 
And again on 8th March, 1666, "Thence with 
Sir W. Batten and Lord Bouncker to the White 
■ Horse in Lumbal-d Streete, to dine with Capt. 
Cocke, upon particular business of canvass to buy 
for the King, and here I saw, by chance, the 
Mistresse of the house I have heard so much of, 
and a very pretty woman she is indeed, and her 
husband the simplest looked fellow and old that I 
ever saw." The same authority tells us she 
drowned herself in the Thames in the February 
following in a fit of melancholy. In 1695 we find 
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a goldsmith of the name of James St. John was at 
this house. The next goldsmiths here, which was 
in 1730, were Messrs. Glegg and Vere. Upon 
Glegg's name disappearing from the firm, Mr. Vere 
took into partnership a Mr. Charles Asgill, who 
became Lord Mayor, and was knighted. The 
present house, now occupied by the Pelican Insur- 
ance Company, was built for him by Sir Robert 
Taylor, R.A., architect. The firm went on under 
a variety of styles until, in 1796, when the Messrs. 
Nightingales, the then representatives, became 
extinct. 
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aO. 71 was "situated upon the west 
corner of Exchange Alley, and was 
known shortly after the , Great Fire 
by the sign of the ROYAL 
EXCHANGE and EXCHANGE. 
Richard SnaggJ a goldsmith, flourished under this 
sign in 1683. After him, in 1682, we jEnd Roger 
Hudson, afterwards Sir Roger Hudson, at goldsmith, 
here, but he called the house the EXCHANGE 
AND GRASSHOPPER; when he left for St. 
Swithin's. Lane, which was before 1700. It was 
theo taken by another goldsmith, later by John 
Brassey, Nathaniel Brassey was formerly at the 
ACORN in Allhallows Parish, No. 51, Lombard 
Street, and later he moved to this house and j>ro- 
bably removed his sign with him. George Caswell 
changed the sign from the Exchange to the 
ACORN. The business was carried on for some 
years by Brassey and Caswell ; in 1770 by Messrs. 
Brassey, Lee and Ajton, and finally the style be- 
came Lees, Brassey, Farr and Lee, when, in 1835, 
they ceased to exist, after having carried on 
business in the same house for 140 years. From 
1 840 to 1 845 the London and County Bank 
occupied the premises. 
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O. 72 was the BUNCH OF 

GRAPES. In 1677 when 
Henry Lamb, the goldsmith, 
was there, he described the 
house as the GRAPES, 
and continued to do so until 
1703. During the same 
period another goldsmith 
named John Tassell carried 
on his trade at the same sign, 1685-1692. In the 
title deeds of this property the house was called 
the BUNCH OF GRAPES. Apparently no 
other goldsmith or banker occupied it until 1806, 
when Messrs. Ramsbottoms and Co., bankers, were 
there for a few years. 

It now forms part of Lloyds Bank. 



-.31 . J^<fc \> ii.ArauA WO V iwuV 
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qO. 73, THE FOX, and 
afterwards the UNION. 
From the perusal of old 
abstracts of title kindly 
placed at my disposal by 
Mr. DuflF, of Lloyd's, 
Harnett's, and Bosanquet's 
bank, lead me to consider 
this house was originally 
called THE FOX. In 
1677 and much earlier it was occupied by John 
Snell, a goldsmith, who was fourth son of George 
Snail, who lost a large sum in the Exchequer. 
From 1689 to 1694 Samuel Boulton was here. 
We next find, about 1703, Messrs. Ralph Garrard 
and George Newell, goldsmiths, located here. 
Messrs. Roffey, Neale, James and Fordyce estab- 
lished themselves here in 1757, and changed the 
sign to that of the UNION. They however 
failed in 1772, through the heavy speculations of 
Fordyce. There was a story current at the time 
that he went to see a Quaker with the object of 
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borrowing money, who said, "Friend Fordyce, I 
have known many people ruined by two dice, but 
I will not be ruined by four dice/' The Quaker 
was evidently a shrewd man. 

In 1782 Messrs. Esdailes and Co., another 
firm of bankers, took the house, and remained in 
it until 1792, when they amalgamated with Messrs. 
Smith, Wright and Gray, of No. 21. In 1796 
Messrs. Samuel Smith and Co. were here until 
1801, when the premises were taken by Messrs. 
Bosanquets and Co. 

This house is the property of the Merchant 
Taylors' Company, and forms part of the bequest 
left in 161 5 by Sir William Craven. It is useful 
to note that the three houses, the ACORN, the 
BUNCH OF GRAPES, and tne UNION, have 
all been pulled down, and a magnificent house has 
been reared for Lloyd's Bank. We learn from the 
deeds in their possession that the two houses in 
Lombard Street, the BUNCH OF GRAPES, the 
EXCHANGE, or the ACORN, and the two 
houses in Exchange Alley, one called the ROSE, 
and another adjoining it further north, was built 
upon the site of the dw^elling house of the late 
Alderman Backwell before the Great Fire. Anent 
these houses, Pepys writes under date April 12, 
1669, that **He (Backwell) showed me the model 
' of his houses that he is going to build in Cornhill 
and Lumbard Street ; but he hath purchased so 
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much there that it looks like a little town, and 
must have cost him a great deal of money." From 
other deeds we see that his own house was the 
UNICORN, situated between the "Grasshopper'' 
and "White Horse." 

Lloyds Bank make use of the sign of the 
" Black Horse," which they brought from No. 62. 

The house just mentioned called the ROSE, 
in the occupation of the Nelthorpes from 1675 to 
1702, although often in advertisements described 
as being in Lombard Street, was, as the title deeds 
inform us, in Exchange Alley, just behind the 
"Acorn," No. 71, Lombard Street. 

Pope's Head Alley, leading into CornhilL 
After the Great Fire, it is stated by Strype that 
the alley was chiefly inhabited by toyshop keepers 
and cutlers. There was a famous tavern here 
called the POPE'S HEAD ; it was at this tavern, 
in 1464, that a great contest took place between 
an Alicant goldsmith and an English goldsmith as 
to which was the most cunning in the craft of 
goldsmithery. It resulted in favour of the English- 
man. The house is frequently mentioned in con- 
temporary literature, but for the present we will 
content ourselyes with what Pepys writes in his 
Diary of 27 Nov., 1665, as in it he mentions the 
names of two goldsmiths : " So to Viners (it was 6 
o'clock) and there heard of Cocke and found him at 
the Popes Head drinking with Temple. I to them 
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where the goldsmiths do decry the new act, for 
money to be all brought into the Exchequer, and 
paid out thence, saying they will not advance one 
farthing upon it ; and indeed it is their interest to 
say and do so." It would have been better for 
them had they adhered to this resolution. 
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50. 74 was THE FLEECE 

Bar : Turner and Samuel 
Tookie were established 
here before the Fire. Ber- 
nard Turner was one of 
those who lost by the King 
closing the Exchequer, but 
it did not ruin him, as we 
find he was in existence in 1674, by the follow- 
ing strange advertisement : " Lost from a coach 
between Tottenham High Cross and Kingsland, a 
box of table and childbed linnen. Notice to be 
given to Bernard Tumor at the Golden Fleece, who 
shall have j^^ for his panes." It is very curious to 
read the strange objects that were advertised for in 
the old London Gazettes, for which rewards were 
to be paid by the goldsmiths. Between 1694-97 
Edward Lambert and Co. were at the Fleece, after 
that Sir Matthew Kirwood was there until 1719, 
when he was a bankrupt. 



• In the Registers of the Parish of St, Mary Woolnoth is the following : — 
" 1677, May 17, Isaack Woolnoth, a mate child, taken up at the Fleece door, 
next Pope's Head Alley." 



...^.. - 
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AO. 75. THE GOAT : 

Thomas Price, The first 
record of him is to be found 
in The London Gazette^ of 
loth May, 1675 — advertising 
for an old silver seal and 
Queen Elizabeth's sixpence 
tyed to it that had been lost ; 
and the last record is in the same newspaper of 
Nov., 1686, calling a meeting of creditors. \ 
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^O. 76 was the CROWN. 

In 1674 we learn from Tke 
London Gazette xhatGtorge 
Clayton, a mercer, was here. 
In 1677 Thomas Williams, 
a goldsmith, keeping run- 
ning cashes was here, he died 
in 1697 and was succeeded 
by Mr. Tudman, who afterwards took into partner- 
ship Mr. Stephen Child. The business of these gold- 
smiths descended to Messrs.Willis, PercivalandCo., 
who failed in Feb., 1878, having carried on their 
business in the same premises for over 200 years. 
Early in the last century Nos. 75 and 76 were puUed 
down and one house was erected on the site. No. 
76 has, since 1878, been renumbered No. 75. 
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O. 77. This house was 
formerly known as the 
VINE, and the sign was 
rendered by a bunch of 
grapes, which we are told 
is still in the possession of 
Messrs. Fuller and Co. In 
1680 and 1683 Vyner ad- 
vertised in The London Gazette for his creditors to 
meet him here. Charles Shales was at the Vine in 
1715, and as he was in partnership with Smithkin as 
early as 1693, we may presume they occupied the 
house then. Thomas Bowdler, his successor was 
here in 1736, Thomas Minors and then, in 1754, 
Minors and Boldero were here, which business was 
conducted until 1787, when Boldero, Adey and Co., 
left Lombard Street for Cornhill, and in the same 
year Messrs. Vere, Lucadon and Co., set up as 
bankers at this house. The style of the firm 
eventually became Sapte and Co., and then Messrs. 
Fuller, Banbury and Co. In 1891, the business 
was taken over by Parr's Bank. 
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?ETWEEN Nos. 77 and 78 is a pas- 
sage leading into Comhill. Although 
the name of it is unknown, there is no 
v5^ doubt but that it is the Cardinal Cap 
Alley, which existed here before the 
Great Fire and long after, quite into the last century. 
Prior to the alterations it was no doubt an open 
alley, and the proprietors finding they could not 
abolish the right-of-way were compelled to make 
the present passage. 

Before the Great Fire there was a famous 
tavern near this site called the CARDI NAL'S CAP, 
and the proprietor issued a farthing token. Stow 
records -that " Simon Eyre, a draper, Lord Mayor 
of London 1445-6, gave this tavern, alley, and 
another house adjoining to the brotherhood of our 
Lady in St. Mary Woolnots." Pepys went here in 
1660, after he had been to Backwells to change all 
his Dutch money into English and the City 
Remembrancer paid for all. 

In 1683, Sir Robert Vyner desired his creditors 
to meet him at the COCK, which had formerly 
been called the CARDINAL'S CAP TAVERN. 
In 1680, we find John Snell dating from there. 




>t ' '•' *— 1 1 
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30. 78 occupies a portion of 
the site of the CARDI- 
NAL'S CAP TAVERN, 
or CARDINAL'S HATT 
TAVERN, as it is some- 
times written. In 1 680 the 
house was known by the 
sign of the COCK, and 
John Snell the goldsmith 
was there for a short time ; he was the fourth son 
of George Snell, a goldsmith, who lost so much 
money in 1672 by the closing of the Exchequer. 
In 1686 John Snell had removed to the "Fox" 
(No. 73) where he advertised that he had a parcel 
of very good black narrow lute strings and h la mode 
silks for sale. 

In 1841 it was known as the Colonial Coffee 
House and was in the occupation of Mr. Hare. 
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O. 79. On the site of this 
house, before the dreadful 
Fire which happened in 
1666, stood, or were, one 
messuage or tenement then 
or theretofore known by 
the name or sign of the 
SUGAR LOAF, and two 
shops adjoining thereto, and one other messuage 
or tenement, then or theretofore called or known 
by the name of the HART AND CROWN AND 
WHITE HORSE,* which in another deed is 
called the HEART AND CROWN AND 
WHITE HORSE. In another deed (a copy of 
which was sent me by Mr. Molesworth, of Rochdale), 
dated 1 705, we learn that the house was then called 
the HAUNCH t)F VENNISON, occupied by 
Thomas Chippin, a cook. In 1791 Messrs. Glover 
and Co. established themselves here as bankers and 
failed in 1795. 



* From a deed of 1751, favoured by Messrs. Flower and Nussey, 
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O. 80. From Mr. Moles- 
worth's deed, we find that 
before the dreadful Fire, 
the house which stood 
upon this site was known 
by the sign of the HEART 
AND CROWN AND 
WHITE HORSE, and in 
1666, was the house of 
John Harling, a goldsmith, and afterwards Margaret 
Fuller, widow, then James Powell, and late of 
Ralph Crowder, a goldsmith. In 1705, we find 
this house was divided into two messuages or tene- 
ments, the first one lying eastward, next to the 
HAUNCH OF VENNISON, was known by the 
sign of the THREE HERRINGS AND THE 
CIVET CAT, in the occupation of Edward Martin, 
a sweet powderman. In 1799, Mr. William 
Stevenson, banker, took the house, having come 
from Queen Street, Cheapside, and in i8i8, Messrs. 
Stevenson and Salt removed to No. 20. 
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jO. 81 is the house next westward to the 
one just described. The site of 
No. 81 the first house on the north 
side in the Parish of St. Mary Wool- 
noth, was originally called the 
SEVEN STARS and was occupied between 1660 
— 1698 by Thomas Seymour, a goldsmith. It was 
in 1705 known by the sign of the HALBERT 
AND HART, in the occupation of Thomas Tax, 
instrument maker, and was formerly known as 
THE SAW. The present occupiers are Messrs. 
Brooks and Co., bankers, who have been here for 
upwards of twenty years.* 



• Upon the site of the houses So or 82, formerly stood before the Great 
Fire, " a messuage or tenement, commonly called or known by the sign of Uie 
KING'S HEAD, situate in the Parish of St. Mary Woolnotb, heretofore in the 
occupation of Stephen Goodyeave, or his assigns, and afterwards in the tenure 
of Clement Pring and all those sites, rooms and places, were (before the said 
late Fire) was and stood severall roomes, heretofore in the tenure of Clement 
Pring, and sometime the freehold and inheritance of Wm. Kayle, and sometime 
part or belonging to his freehold messuage or tenement (burnt down by the 
said Fire), adjoining to the west of a certain square yard and railed gallery, 

heretofore in the tenure and occupation of Bulfield (that is to say) a chamber 

one storey high on the west side of the said raised gallery, one chamber over 
that chamber, a garratt over the said last mentiorwd chamber, and a tuirett over 
the said garratt," frc. Bulfieid, or Bullfell, previous to the Great Fir«, was at 
the SUGAR LOAF. The above is an extract made by Mr. Molesworth from 
his deeds of the property. 
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'O. 82 was in i6g8, known by the name 
or sign of tlje SAW AND CROWN, 
occupied by George Cooke, an instru- 
ment-maker. 




^ 
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O. 83. The house which oc- 
cupied this site in 1705 was 
known as the GOLDEN 
CUPPjthen in the occupa- 
tion of Jonathan Kirke, a 
goldsmith. From The Lon- 
don Gazette of 1 689 we 
find that one John Butler, 
a goldsmith, advertised from the GOLDEN CUP 
that he had stopped some plate supposed to he 
stolen. And in 1715 this shop with a large hack 
room was advertised to be let, and was described 
as being the fourth door from the SWAN ON 
THE HOOP Tavern, which would place that 
house about No. 86 or 87, the site of which is 
occupied by the pavement in front of the Liverpool, 
London and Globe Insurance Office. Mr, Moles- 
worth's deed, which informs us of this house being 
the GOLDEN CUPP, states that it was formerly 
known as the GOLDEN BALL, where John 
Thursby, goldsmith, kept running cashes between 
1677 — 1700. 
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O. 84. From a deed in the 
custody of the Comptroller 
at Guildhall, we learn this 
house was formerly known 
as the GOLDEN KEY. 
It was occupied in 1706 by 
Thomas Mason, a goldsmith 
and in 1744 by Woodmas 
and Mackav. 
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' O. 85. From another deed 
at the same place we find 
this house was called 
the WHITE LION or 
GOLDEN LYON, it 
having been known by 
both signs at different 
periods — it simply depend- 
ed upon the coat of paint. 

In 1 677 John Bolitho and John Wilson kept ninning 

<:ashes at the " Golden Lyon " ; they failed in 1683. 

The next occupier was Peter Lupart, a goldsmith, 

■who, we find, was at this sign in 1696. 




Wff 
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[O. 86. This is the site of the SWAN 
ON THE HOOPE tavern, which 
was here between 1666-1715, and 
probably much later. 
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%0. 87. OXFORD ARMS at the 
western comer of Lombard ^Street, 
this shop was occupied by Thomas 
Guy the bookseller, who left a large 
fortune to found a Hospital, now known as " Guys." 
In 1719 we leam that Osborna bookseller was here. 




This sign was mentioned in 1715. 
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HERE was one other house 
at the west end of the 
street on the north side in 
1799, numbered 88, which 
was removed by the Cor- 
poration of the City of 
London, about 1832, for 
improvements, and no in- 
formation concerning it can 
be arrived at. Comhill, as the map will show, 
projected westwards three houses beyond the end 
of Lombard Street into a peak. The end house. 
No. I, was called "the lucky comer," a lottery 
shop. 

Two well-known banking firms of the early 
part of the last century who were located in this 
street, but whose signs have not been noted, were 
Messrs. Caswall and Mount, 1718 to 1742 ; and 
Messrs. Jenkins and King, 1698 to 1732. 

This work is strictly confined to Lombard 
Street, without making any reference to the many 
goldsmiths and bankers who have from time to time 
resided and carried on their business in the several 
streets, alleys, and courts leading out of it. 



The Signs of Old Lombard Street. 1 9 1 

There are one hundred and two signs out of 
one hundred and sixty-eight, in which the sites have 
been identified with the present numbers. The 
remaining sixty-six, it is feared, will be difficult to 
ascertain, as all available material has been utilized 
in preparing this work, which cannot be brought to 
a conclusion without sincerely thanking all those 
gentlemen who have been so extremely kind and 
courteous in placing their title deeds and other 
information at my disposal, without which it would 
have been impossible to obtain the present results. 

The list of the Signs of the Houses which 
follows contains the names of all the signs, with the 
year in which mention of them has been found. 




THE SIGNS 



OF THE HOUSES IN 



OLD IvOMBARD STRKKT. 



Revised loih June^ IQ02. 



Date. 


Sign. 


Occupants. 


No. of 
House. 


Present Occupiers 
and Remarks. 


1660 


Adam and Eve 




31 


Honkong and Shanghai 
Bank 


1666 


Acorn 


George Snell 


51 


1700 


Do. 


George Caswall, 

goldsmith 


71 




1720 


Do. 


J. & N. Brassey, 

goldsmiths 


71 




1737 


Acorn and Crown 


Jonathan Newton, 
goldsmith 




1 


1702 


Anchor and Crown 


John £mes & Co.» 

goldsmiths 


21 


■ 


1744 


Do. 


Richard Langston, 
goldsmith 


21 


r London 6* County Bank 


1774 


Do. 


Smith, Wright & Gray, 

bankers 
Thomas White, 


21 


1 


1677 


Anchor 


67 


Messrs. Glyn, Mills 6* Co. 






goldsmith 






1766 


Anchor and Dove 


William Lutwiche, 
goldsmith & jeweller 


42 




1700 


Anchor and Three 
Crowns 


Richard Morson, 

goldsmith 


44 


Mr. Cohen 


1710 


Anchor and Ring 


Richard Morson, 

goldsmith 


44 




1658 


Angel 


A mercer's shop 


59 




1675 


Do. 


John Lyudsay, 

goldsmith 


59 




1682 


Do. 


Francis Kenton, 

goldsmith 


59 




1677 


Do. 


Major J. Wallis, 


I 








goldsmith 






1714 


Do. 


Stephen Ram, 

goldsmith 
Thomas Alason, 


I 




1659 


Angel and Crown 










druggist 







o 
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D.le. 


Sip,. 


0„up„U. 


U^ 


"^v^^r 


1677 


Flower de Luce 


fi.Hinton,goldWa> 


58 




1708 


Do. 


George Read, 

goldsmith 
Thomas Shan* 
R. Snagg, goldsmith 






11576 
1691 


Flying Morse 
Do. 




jln St. Edmund's Parish 


1677 


Fox 




73 


Lloyd's Bank 


1567 


George 


Thomas Hurahle, 






167? 


Do, 


Thomas RowE, 

goldsmith 


19 


Phmnii Fire Office 


17II 


Do. 


W. Ravenscroft 




Corner of Lombard St. 


\% 


George Inn ^ j 


Simon Inglyshe 






George and Star / 






George Yard 


1705 


Globe 


Robinson & Arch, 

Bankers 






1714 


Globe and Anchor 


John Bran field 






1675 


Goat 


Thomas Price, 

goldsmith 


7S 


Messrs, Metville Evans 


1677 


Golden Anchor 


T. Pirdo, goldsmith 


9 


Non ejtislant 


1677 


Golden Ball 


johnThursby. 

goldsmith 


S3 




l68i\ 
1700; 


Do. 


Francis Stamper, 


49 




Clockmaker 






174« 


Do. 


Philip Blomfield, 






1704 


GoMcn Buck 


William Fordham^ 
goldsmith 






>6Rg 


Golden Cuu 


John Butler 


83 


Aerated Bread Company 


1766 


Do. 


J. Sims 


83 




1706 


Golden Key 


Thomas Mason, 

goldsmith 


84 


Liverpool, London and 

Globe 


:??^ 


Do. 


Woodmas & Mackay 
B, Turner, goldsmith 


84 




Golden Fleece 


74 


Curtis Harvey 


1677 


Golden Lyon 


Bolitbo & Wilson, 


85 


Non existant 


1678! 
1704/ 


Golden Ring 


Francis \"ates, 

goldsmith 






1695 


Golden Sheais 


Thomas Parr, surgical 
instrument maker 




Parish of St. Mai^-. 
Wooichurch 


1677 


Grapes 


Henry Lamb, 

goldsmith 


72 


Lloyd's Bank 


1560 




Sir T. Giesham, 


68 


Martin's Bank 


1649 


Do. 


Clement Ponge, 

goldsmith 


68 


Do. 


167a 


Do, 


Duncombe & Kent, 


6S 


Do. 


1 70s 


H^bett and Hart 


Thomas Tax. 

instrument maker 


8t 




j66o 


Hand 









The Signs of Old Lombard Street. 197 



Date. 

1660 
1669 

17I4\ 
1728; 

1752 
1649 

1666 

1653 
1705 
1666 

1686 
1780 

1686 

1720 

1742 
1660 

1677 
1677 

1692 
1673 

1644 

1586) 

1638/ 

1677 
1690 

1726 1 
1740/ 

1690 
1720 
1681 




Hand and Glove 
Hare 

Hare and Crown 

Hare 
Hart 

Hart and Crown ^ 
Hatt and Harrow \ 
Haunch of Venison cF 
Heart and Crown 
and White Horse 
Hen and Chicken^ 

Indian Queen 



Occupants. 




King's Arms 

King's Arms 

Do. 
King's Head 

Do. 



J 



King's Head and 
Phoenix 

Lamp 

Lyon 

Marmayd 

Do. 
Mearmaid 

Morocco's Head 

Morocco Ambassa- 
dor's Head 

Oxford Arms 

Do. 
Phoenix 



John Rolfe 
Robert Wealstead, 

goldsmith 
Lydia Selfe, 

woollen draper 
Robert Jones, hatter 
Francis Neave, 

goldsmith 
J. Harling 
S. Hill 

Thomas Chippin, cook 
John Harling 

David King, mercer 

Christopher Corrall, 
gold laceman 

Payne & Co., 

goldsmiths 
Charles le Keux, 

mercer 
Tavern 
Stephen Goodyear, 

merchant 
Kiborne & Capill, 

goldsmiths 
Kiborne & Capill, 

goldsmiths 

Thomas Brassey, 

fi[oldsmith 

Rowland Wartops, 
goldsmith 

Hacker, goldsmith 
Edward Delves, 

goldsmith 
Peter Wade, 

goldsmith 
Joseph Brandon, 

goldsmith 
John Barker, 

goldsmith 

Thos. Guy, bookseller 

J. Osbom, bookseller 

Nich. Smith & Potter, 
goldsmiths 



18 

48 



80 
18 

79 
80 



67 

52 
41 

82 
60 
60 



87 

87 
10 



Present Occupiers 
and Remarks. 



Phoenix Fire 

}St. Edmunds Parish 
opposite White Hart 
Court 



Sufifolk Trust 
Phoenix Fire 
Mr. Searle 
Suffolk Trust 



Glyn, Mills 6* Co., form- 
erly the Plough 



In some Court 
Messrs. Guiness 6* Co. 

Canadian Bank of Com- 
merce 



Founder of Guy's Hos- 
pital 
Non existant 

Non-existant 
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Date. 



1677 
1666' 

1538 

1588/ 
1464 

1710 
1731 

1677 

1723 
137s 

1680 

1664 
1560 
1625 
1675 

1742 1 

' 1765 i 
1652 

1683 
1666 

1670 1 

1748/ 

1705 
1698 

1663 
1677 

1671 
1676 




I5S0 
1603 
16601 
1698/ 



} 



Plough 

Pontacks 

Poppeshede 



White & Churchill, 
eoldsmiliis 
yM. PontacK, vintner 



Popeshead 

Popes Head Tavern 

Queen's Arms 



Queen'^ Head and 
Sun 



Ram 

Randall's 
Raven Tavern 

Red Cross 

Red Harrow 
Ring and Ruby 
Roe Buck 
Rose 

Rose and Crown 
Do. 

Royal Exchange 



Occupants. 



George Monoux, 
Alderman of London 
Thomas Hacket, 

bookseller 



S. Sheppard, 

Haberdasher of Hats 
W. Yeat, bookseller 



No. of 
Houae. 



Royal Oak & Thn 
Crowns 



Ward & Townley, 
hi goldsmiths 

^ / Coffee house 
V Simon Leggi, son of 
Lord Mayor of London 
Richard Shelden, 

goldsmith 
John Jaye 

Mnscamp, goldsmith 
J. Mercer, haberdasher 
H. Nelthorpe, 

goldsmith 

Gines, goldsmith 

Samuel Payne, 

goldsmith 

Richard Snage, 

goldsmith 

W. Smith, vintner 



nree 

7 



Salutation 

Saw 

Saw and Crown 

Star 
Do. 



Stationers Arms and 

Ink Bottle 
Spread Eagle 

Shipp 
Seven Stars 



A tavern 

Instrument makers 
George Cooke, 

instrument maker 
Everard, goldsmith 
J. & N. Hornboy, 

goldsmiths 
Robert Pasch, 

stationer 
J. Taylor, goldsmith 

John Pickeringe, 

haberdasher 
Thomas Seymour, 
goldsmith 




68a 
17 



IS 
27 

57 



SO 



71 



65 

81 
82 



20 
20 



S6 



81 



Present Occnjpiers 
and Remarks. 



Messrs. Gl3m, Mills 6* 
Co., No. 67. 

Messrs. Robarts, Lub- 
bock 6" Co. 



Messrs. Robarts, Lub- 

boch6'Co. 
Royal Insurance Co. 

Mr. Heiron, Tailor 



Behind No. 71 
Exchange Alley 



in 



Lloyd's Bank 

(issued a half-penny 
token) 

Messrs. Gl3m, Mills 6* Co. 

Messrs. Guiness 6* Co, 
Do. 

London 6* County Bank 
Do. 

Near Sir Robert Vyner's 

Messrs. Barclay 6* Co., 
Ltd 



First house in St. Mary, 
Woolnoth Parish, 
North side going East 
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Date. 


Sign. 


Occupants. 


No. of 
House. 


Present Occupiers 
and Remarks. 


1665 


Seven Stars 


William Snell, 


51 






• 


goldsmith 






1693 


Do. 


John Hilton, mercer 






174I 


Spring Clock 


Finch & Sims, 

watchmakers 

/ 


64 


Formerly Black Bull, 
Messrs. Glyn, Mills 
6" Co, 


1686 


Spotted Dog ^ ' J. Marlowe, goldsmith| 




In St. Edmund's Parish 


1700 


Swann on the Hoope 


Tavern 


86 


Non existant 


1677 


Sun 


.J. Addis & Son, 
^ goldsmiths 








Sun and Moon v 






1657/ 


Hugh Clough 






1677 


Sun and Star 


J. & N. Hornboy 


20 


London & County Bank 


1666 


Sugar Loaf 


• 


79 


Mr. Searle 


1723 


Three Angels \i 


Mary Browne and 
Margaret Maurice 
John Freame, 


32 


Guaranty Trust 




J 






1694 


Three Anchors 






1710 


Three Bells 


goldsmith 
Alexander roUington, 
haberdasher 








Three Crowns 


William Shore, hus- 
band of Jane Shore 
lived on this site 


43 


Mr. Wadden, Tailor 


1737 


Do. 


Smith, druggist 


7 


Non existant 


1703 


Three Crowns and 
Anchor 


Richard Morson, 

goldsmith 






1705 


Three Flower de 
Luces 


John Bicknell 


S8 


Messrs. Gillett 6* Co. 


I7S3 


Three Crowns and 
Jar 


Thos. Griffith, 

oil and colourman 






1685 


Three Hats 


Michael Waring, 

haberdasher 






1705 


Three Herrings and 
Civet Cat 


E. Martin, 

sweet powderman 


80 


Suffolk Trust Co. 


I7S4 


Three Kings ^ 




SS 


Messrs. Barclay 6* Co,, 
Ltd. 


1699 


Three Lions 


R. Garrard & Newell 






1705 


Three Golden Lions 


Do. 






1660 


Three Swans 


Richard Goodall 




(Issued a half-penny 
token) 


1677 


Three Tuns 


Temple & Seale, 








goldsmiths 






i6S3 


Two Bells 


J. Aylett, haberdasher 


19 


Phoenix Fire Office 


1744 


Turk's Head 


Barber, goldsmith 






1764 


Do. 


J. Waugh, bookseller 






1662 


Unicorn 


C. Everard, goldsmith 


69 


Messrs. Burnand 6* Co. 


1644 


Do. 


J. Portman, do. 






1662 


Do. 


Edward Backwell, 

goldsmith 


69 


Do, 
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Date. 




1657 

1753 
173I 
1757 

1670 
1715 



1702 
1664 
1687 
IS66 

1677] 

i6S3 
1649 

1666 



Unicorn 

Unicorn and Crown 
Unicorn and Ring 
Union 

Vine 

Do. 



Occupation. 



Wheatsheaf 
White Horse 

Do. 
White Lion 



'y 



White Lion or Gold- 
en Lion 
White Swan 
Wildman 
White Hart 
White Bear 




H. Halley 

Winstanley, goldsmith 
A. Gilchrist, jeweller 
Rofifey, Neale & Co., 

bankers 
Sir Robert Vyner, 

goldsmith 
Charles Shales, 

goldsmith 



Tavern 

J. St. John, goldsmith 

Sir Martin Bowes, 

goldsmith 
John Bolitho and J. 
Wilson, goldsmiths 
W. Long, vintner 
Keighe, goldsmith 



38 

38 

73 

10 

77 



70 
67 

8S 
20 

41 
17 



Present Occupiers 
and Remarks. 



English, Scottish and 
Australian Bank 



Lloyd's Bank 



Parr's Bank 



Pelican Insurance Office 
Messrs.Gl3m, Mills 6* Co. 

Non existant 

London 6* County Bank 

British Linen Co. 
Messrs. Robarts 6* Co. 
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/ '■* 



Mi 



Smith, Payne fr Co. 



Post Office 
Guardian Assurance 



Robarts, Lubbock ir Co. 



Phcenii Fire 

London and County Bank 



Alexander Sr Co. 



Hongkong, Src. Bank 



Baker &• Co. 

Allen 6" Hanbur; 

English, Scottish and Australian 

Bank 
RUflerfrSons ] 

Credit Lyonnais I 

British Linen Company 
Tighe &■ Sons, Hosiers 
Wadden 



runtach's Head afterwards Lloyd's 
coffee house 



Star 

Anchor and Crown 
Blue Perriwig 

Fleece in 1758, S.W. boimdaiy of- 
Parish, draper's shop, comer 

Artichoke 



Queen's Head and Sun 
Artichoke 
Black Boy 
Bellows and Ball- 
Castle Tavern was hen 
Adam and Eve 



Three Angels 



No. 39, 40, were known as the 
Angel and Golden Cross in t66o 

Bkckmoor's Head 

Kmgs Arms 

Anchor and Dove 

Three Crowns, On this site was 

theshopofWillia; " 

smith, husband ol 
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Pr««lN<m.ber 


0«upler. 


Sign. 


1 


44 
4S 


Cohen 
Loader 


Blue Bell, kite Anchor and Ring. 


46 


Grain— Notaries 




a. 


47 






S 


48 




Hare, 1751 








Hare and Crown ? 


1 


49 




Bait 


SO 




Rose and Crown 


< 














Kings Arms 


1 


S3 1 




Black Horse 


'1 


Barclay & Co. 


Bible 
Three Kings 


i 


S6) 




Black Spread Eagle 






Heiron, Tailor 


The Ram ^ 


l< 


5S 


Gillell b Co. 


Three Flower de Laces 


|9 




Angel 


■s 


60 
61 


Canadian Bank of Commerce 


King's Head 


J 


61 


Commercial Bank of Scotland 


Black Horse 


iS 


6j 




Cat-a-Fiddlinc 




^ 




Black Bull 




6S , 










Glyn, Mills fr Co. 


Lion, 1686. 




'l' 




Spread Eagle 
Anchor 




68a 




Plough, 1677 
Indian Queen, 17S0 




6S 


Martin 6- Co. 




1 


69 


Burnand fr Co. 


Unicom*^^ 


70 


Pelican Insurance 


Whitehorse 




71 


London and San Francisco Bank 


\ Royal Ewhange 
J Acorn 


1 


73 


Lloyd's Bank 


Bunch of Grapes 


l< 


73 
74 


Do. 
Curtis, Harvey fr Co. 


Fox 
Fleece 


■ 1" 


7S 


Melville, Evans 6- Co. 


Goat 


76 


Do. 




S 


77 


Parr's Bank 


Vine 


cS 


78 


Searle b Co. 


Cardinal's Cap Tavern, later Che 
Cock 




79 


Do. 


Siwar Loaf and later Haunch of 

Venison 
Tliree Herrings and Civet Cat 




80 


Suffolk Trust 




8t 


Guinest, Mahon &• Co. 


1 Seven Slats 
/Halbertandilan 


■^J= 


Si 


Do. 


Savv- and Cro^%-n 


»i 


83 


Aerated Bread Company 


Golden Ball and later Golden Cup 


84 


Halstead 


Golden Kej- 


S 


85 


Liverpool, London and Gbbe 


White Lion 


86 


Do. 


Swan on the Hoop 


87 




Oxford Arms 
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APPENDIX. 




^HE following is a list of goldsmiths who have 
resided in the parish of St. Mary Woolnoth. The 
dates appended refer some to christenings of their 
children or deaths ; the second date is, in all cases 
the record of the decease of the goldsmith. 

These names are extracted from the excellent 
work lately published by the Rev. J. M. S. Brooke, 
rector of the United parishes, and the Rev, A. W. C. Hallen, 
entitled " The Transcript of the Registers of the United Parishes 
of St. Mary, Woolnoth, and St. Mary, Woolchurch," Haw. — 
London. 1886. 



1434 


William Fitzhugh 


1546 


Thomas Kelynge 


IS20 


Nicholas Warley 




Robert Frew 


IS2I 


John Garrard 


1549 


Robert Talboys 




Robert Amadas 




Thomas Stevens 


1538 


Robert Spycer 




Robert Brandon 


„ 


Henry Bossall 




John Kettelwood 


„ 


Thomas Boughton 


1550 


Derrick Anthony 


IS39 


"William Humble 




James Cross 


1539- 


574 John Keale 




Robert Finer 




John Gardener 


1552 


578 Humfrey Stevens 




Thomas Marshall 


1553- 


559 James Lynne 


1539- 


548 Fabyan Wythers 


1557 


John Pekeringe 


■539- 


5:1 George Webbe 




Henry Boswell 


1540 


Thomas Wetherell 


1558- 


566 Hughe Crooke 




John Harte 




William Franklyn 




John Barnes 


IS59 


Nicholas Courtnall 


1541 


Rowland Staunton 




Lawnce Rycle 




Thomas Glenton 


1560 


William Jones 


1542 


Robert Ferman 




Hughe Keale 




John Reynolde 




Robert Tailbushe 


1545- 


566 Martin Bowes 


1562 


John Mathewe 
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1564 

1566 

1567-1577 
1571 

1572 



1573 



1574 
1376 



»S76-i599 



1579-1598 
1580 

1581 

1582 
1583-1596 

1584 

1585 
1586 

I537-1638 
1588 



John Alsopp 
Thomas Nutshawe 
Robert Tailboiz 
Henry GaynfFord 
Richard Robyns 
Thomas Sympson 
Bartholomew Beane 
George Haynes 
John Castell 
James Allyn 
Cuthbert Crackplace 
William Leigh ton 
Roger Tasker 
Emanuell Cole 
William Cocknedge 
Thomas Jenkynson 
John Wilkins 
Thomas Muschamp 
John Wetherhill . 
William Frank 
Roger Easton 
Richard Lory 
John Collins 
Robert Planckney 
Edmund Grete 
Henry Kettillwood 
George Newbole 
Richard Brooke 
William Rawlinson 
Thomas Francknell 
Humfrey Button 
Edward Hardinge 
Richard Rogers 
Francis Shute 
John Morreys 
Edward Greene 
Justynia Spencer 
Edward Delves 
Simon Sedgewyck 



1589 

1590-1598 
1590-1596 

1590-1608 



1592 
1594 



1594-1600 

1594 
1597 

1598 

n 
160O-1629 

160I-1615 
1602 



1604 



jf 



j» 



»» 



1 604- 1 647 



»» 



1606 



1607 

I607.I637 

1608 

1609 

I6II 



I6I3 



William Franch 
Francis Longworth 
Henry Hargreave 
Gyles Sympson 
John Robinson 
Thomas Bowes 
Richard Cheaney 
Thomas Lawrence 
Edmond Brooke 
John Lovejoye 
Noye Farmer 
Richard Crosshaw 
Robert Hutchins 
Edward Hyde 
Francis GlanfFeild 
William Cares 
Daniell Binnell 
John Wilkins 
William Terry 
John Acton 
John Colte 
George Caro 
Barnabye Gregory 
William Wood 
Richard Man 
Francis Haddon 
Richard Cheney 
William Rolphe 
Valentyne Judd 
George Carol 
Fabyan Simpson 
Gabriell Barber 
Richard Phillips 
William Rawlins 
Henry Chessheire 
Arthur Bassett 
Thomas Boyce 
yVillyam Shorden 
John Bouthby 
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I6I2- 


1619 


Symion Sedgewicke 






Nicholas Collett 


16 14- 


163s 


Francis Chapman 


1637- 


1659 


William Mainwaring 


I6I4- 


1651 


Henry Blackmore 


1637- 


1 641 


Richard Vance 


I6I6 




William Peacocke 






William Eversley 






Richard Weld 


1637- 


i66s 


Clement Punge 


n 




Richard Adam 


1638 




Barthelmew Layton 


M 




William Ireland 


1639 




John Goodwin 


)> 




Thomas Atkinson 


1640- 


1657 


John Croumton 


1617- 


1646 


John Hill 


1640 




John Westman 


1617 




Joshua Walter 


1642- 


1655 


Abraham Smith 


1618 




Henry Feake 


[642 




Hennfrie Bates 






Thomas Garret 


M 




Thomas Hogges 






John Middleton 


1644- 


1683 John Portman 






George Binge 


1647 




Thomas Hodges 


1620 




Anthony Peniston 






Robert Lumpany 


162I 




John Peacock 






William Ranson 


162I- 


1638 


Francis Malbery 






Humphrey Bath 


1622- 


1665 


Thomas Vinor 


1652 




Leonard Collard 


1622- 


1655 


Thomas Nevett 


>» 




Francis Meynell 


1623 




John Weld 


»> 




Alexander Hoult 


1624 




Edward Hole 


>» 




Thomas Watson 


1627 




Thomas Treate 


1654- 


1683 


Edward Backwell 


j» 




William Sanckey 


165s 




John Colvile 


j> 




Francis Bishopp 


1656 




John Sketcher 






Richard Trett 


>? 




William Rawson 


1629 




Thomas Neve 


1657 




William Smithier 






Matthew Paris 


»» 




Robert Welsted 


1630 




Henry Starkey 


M 




George Best 


1630 




Matthew Culliford 


>» 




Ralph Leeke 


163I 




Walter Furzer 


1658- 


1665 


Charles Everard 


1632. 


1677 


Samuell Moore 


1659 




John Garrett 


1632-J66S 


William Mantle 


1664 




John Adtherton 


1632 




Walter Shute 


1665 




John Hind 


1633 




William Brown 


n 




Nicholas Clobury 


1633 




Henry Futter 


1670 




Thomas Kirwood 


1634 




Richard Ocall 


167I 




John Tassell 


1635 




Thomas CoUyer 


1672 




William Collins 






Peter White 


»» 




George Portman 


n 




James Beaumont 


1673 




Richard Hoare 
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1673-1697 



1674 

167s 



)J 



J> 



1675-1700 

167s 
1676 

1677 
1678 

I678-I694 
1679 



I681 

1682 

1683 
1684 

1685 
1687 

1688 

1688 
1689 



Thomas Williams 
Barnard Turner 
John Inns 
John Temple 
Edward Gladin 
James Whitehead 
Benjamin Comes 
Thomas Cooke 
Thomas Price 
John Thursby 
Isaack Meynell 
John Snell 
John Grimes 
Godfrey Beck 
John Harleing 
Benjamin Combe 
Barnard Eales 
Michael Whaley 
Nicholas Carey 
Thomas Cook 
Henry Lamb 
Peter White 
Peter Wade 
Nicholas Smith 
John Sealey 
Thomas Seymour 
John Maurice 
John Sutton 
John Batch 
Henry Robynson 
John Sutton 
James St. John 
Robert Abbis 
Sir Robert Vyner 
Stephen Vehables 
Robert Viner 



1690 
1691 
1693 
1694 

169S-171S 

1695 
1696 






1697 



»» 



1698 
1699 



1710 
1700 



1703 
1705 



1706 

)» 
1711 

1712 

1729 



Nathaniell Pool 
Phillip Booker 
John Ruston 
Edward Jones 
Richard Snagg 
Peter Monger 
Richard Conyere 
John Back 
Laud Doyley 
William Gladwin 
James Blaygrave 
John Ladyman 
Richard Chapman 
Edward Freeman 
Michael Wilson 
Thomas Seymour 
Andrew Stone 
George Reed, banker 
Edward Lambert 
Richard Smith 
Charles Shales 
Nathaniel Woolfrey 
Thomas Falkenham 
Joseph Moore 
Richard Nelthropp 
Roger Hudson 
Adriaen Courtney 
John Hudson 
David Venables 
Stephen Child 
James Thomasson 
William Denny 
Thomas Payne 
Benjamin Tudman 
Thomas Glegg 



The trades of the parishioners were rarely entered in the 
registers after the seventeeth century. 
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List for the Plan. 



No. 




No. 




I 


Angel 


SI 


Seven Stars (before the fire) 


7 


Three Crowns 


57 


Ram 


9 


Golden Anchor 


58 


Three Flower de Luces 


10 


Phoenix 


59 


Angel 


lOA 


Mail-coach Office 


6o 


King's Head and Phoenix 


^5 


Queen's Arms 


62 


Black Horse 


16-17 


Lloyd's CofFe House 


63 


Cata-Fiddling 


M 


Puntack's Head 


64 


Black Bull 


18 


Hare 


65 


Salutation 


19 


George 


66 


Spread Eagle 


20 


Star 


67 


Anchor 


21 


Anchor and Crown 


68a 


Plough (later, Indian 


22 


Blue Perriwig 




Queen 


23 


Fleece 


68 


Grasshopper 


24 


Artichoke 


69 


Unicorn 


27 


Queen's Head 6* Sun 


70 


White Horse 


28 


Artichoke 


71 


Acorn. Royal Exchange 


29 


Black Boy 


72 


Bunch of Grapes 


30 


Bellows and Ball 


73 


Union 


31 


Adam and Eve 


74 


Fleece 


33 


Three Angels 


75 


Goat 


38 


Unicorn 


76 


Crown 


40 


Black Moor's Head 


77 


Vine 


41 


King's Arms 


78 


Cardinal's Cap 


42 


Anchor and Dove 


79 


Sugar Loaf 


43 


Three Crowns 


80 


Three Herrings and Civet 


44 


Anchor and Ring 




Cat. 


48 


Hare and Crown 


81 


Seven Stars, and later 


49 


Golden Ball 




Halbert and Hart 


50 


Rose and Crown 


82 


Saw and Crown 


51 


Acorn 


83 


Golden Cup 


52 


King's Arms 


84 


Golden Key 


53 


Black Horse 


8:; 


Golden or White Lyon 


54 


The Bible 


86 


Swan on the Hoop 


55 


Three Kings 


87 


Oxford Arms 


56 


Black Spread Eagle 







i 








